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RADIOLOGYREVIEW

The Man With No Medical History

F  ollowing a mo­
tor vehicle col­
lision, a 60-year-

old man is brought to 
the emergency depart­
ment via ambulance. 
He was an unrestrain­
ed front-seat passenger 
in a vehicle that lost 
control on the roadway 
and went into a ditch. 
The patient complains 
of headache, chest wall 
pain, and left arm pain. 
He does not believe he 
lost consciousness.  

He denies any med­
ical history and adds 
that he does not seek 
regular medical treat­
ment. He admits to to­
bacco use and frequent 
alcohol use. 

On physical exam, you note an elderly-
appearing male in no obvious distress with 
a Glasgow Coma Scale score of 15. His vi­
tal signs are all within normal limits. Other 
than slight swelling on the left side of his 
head, tenderness in the anterior chest wall, 

and pain in his left humerus, his exam is 
normal.  

You order trauma lab tests and appropri­
ate radiographic studies; a portable chest 
radiograph is completed (shown). What is 
your impression?
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>> continued from page 9

ANSWER
The radiograph dem-
onstrates no acute 
fractures or pneumo-
thorax. Of note is a 
right upper lobe in-
filtrate, within which 
is a rounded cavitary 
lesion measuring ap-
proximately 4 cm. The 
differential includes 
pulmonary malignan-
cy, active or previous 
pulmonary infection 
(eg, tuberculosis), or 
pneumatocele. Fur-
ther evaluation with 
CT and a pulmonary 
consultation was co-
ordinated.              CR
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