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e would like to thank Drs. Flansbaum and Shee-

hy for their interest in our article.” We appreciate

their mentioning the highly publicized disputes

and additional manuscripts*?® that were pub-

lished after our literature review, which was conducted in 2013.
As discussed by Drs. Flansbaum and Sheehy and the edito-
rial accompanying our article,* the precise contributions, if any,
of various potential factors (eg, patient characteristics, resourc-
es, workforce) to the development of the weekend effect is un-
certain at this time; although, as mentioned by Drs. Flansbaum
and Sheehy, more recent work?® suggests that patient charac-
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teristics may be a more important determinant on outcomes.

Despite the uncertainty surrounding the exact composition
and contributions of various elements to the weekend effect, it
does appear to be a real phenomenon, as noted by the edito-
rialists.* We hope that our manuscript encourages future inves-
tigators to help elucidate the nature of the input contributing
to the weekend effect.
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