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In his atlas for the dermatopathology of hair,
Leonard C. Sperling, MD, begins his preface
with the description, “This is the first compre-

hensive presentation of the microscopic pathology
of hair disease.” Given the complexity of diagnos-
ing and treating patients with various forms of
alopecia, clinicians rely heavily on the interpreta-
tion of their specimens by dermatopathologists. In
this respect, an atlas dedicated to hair pathology is
essential for all dermatopathologists and patholo-
gists who diagnose skin diseases.

The book is written as a reference text, primer,
and atlas. The first 6 chapters are dedicated to the
introduction and review of histopathologic hair
anatomy and the basic clinical dermatology of hair.
Dr. Sperling describes basic terminologies and
shows clinical and histopathologic examples to
reinforce the text. He also links the vocabulary of
distinctive and/or critical histologic features with
the associated disease.

The remaining 22 chapters are dedicated to
common clinical types of alopecia seen by clinicians
and dermatopathologists. Each chapter contains a
brief synopsis of the clinical disease and representa-
tive clinical photographs. Dr. Sperling also provides

an analysis of hair pathology in each chapter
including numerous color plates of the scalp
histopathology. The pathologic and clinical photo-
micrographs are well chosen and of superb quality. A
synopsis of each disease concludes each chapter and
is presented as a bulleted list of the histological find-
ings pertinent to each disease. References are cited
at the end of each chapter. 

The author describes both scarring and nonscar-
ring alopecia in his atlas. However, if you are look-
ing for a book focusing on genodermatoses
affecting the hair shafts, this not the appropriate
resource. This atlas focuses on the various acquired
forms of alopecia instead. In this respect, it is an
invaluable tool for both dermatologists and der-
matopathologists interested in hair loss. 

Hair disease is often difficult to diagnose clini-
cally, as well as dermatopathologically. The clinical
pathologic correlation is useful in many cases, and
Dr. Sperling effectively combines these 2 aspects of
hair disease through the use of his extensive collec-
tion of histological specimens and clinical photo-
graphs. For a list price of $109.95, this book is a
helpful reference tool for clinicians interested in
the histopathology of hair. 


