EDITORIAL

An unseen epidemic

e are in the midst of an unseen epidemic. I am not talking about the

Marburg virus or Chlamydia, not teenage pregnancy, and not the

plight of our patients with disabilities and dwindling support from
Medicaid.

This epidemic is spreading across the Internet, and point sources appear to
be the editorial facilities of our major medical publications. As yet unvalidated,
reports are being heard of rapid transmission among publishers and medical
and specialty societies. What is this epidemic? Let me describe my encounter
with it.

Recently, I started to update a talk on low back pain. On a yearly basis I
review my file of clipped articles on the topic and do a new search on PubMed,
TRIP, and similar evidence-based resources. What a joy it is to have at my
fingertips the worlds’ medical literature.

NOT!M!

You, too, may have discovered that access to actual articles is denied to we
“riff-raff.” With only a few exceptions, I was asked to pay an up-front user fee
or to subscribe before access to a desired article would be granted. What has
become of the promise of rapid communication of scientific information?

Now, you might say this was the state of affairs in the good ole days: after
laboriously reviewing Index Medicus, you would pore through the stacks hop-
ing your library subscribed to the journal of interest. And of course you can say
that publishing companies, journals, and medical societies must turn a profit. If
you work at a large university, as I do, you probably have access to many full
text journals on line. There are even a few free, but limited, access points pro-
vided by commercial sponsors. But with deep disappointment, I contemplate
our unfettered access to scientific information becoming more limited.

Let me propose a couple of measures to counter this epidemic. A few jour-
nals have allowed open access to the current issue, but limit access to the last
year to subscribers only. Older issues are open. While not ideal, this option does
make available articles “in the news” as well as older information.

Or, instead of providing us another pen or plush toy, why don’t commercial
sponsors support access to the top databases, references, and journals?

Perhaps, then, we can defeat this epidemic and regain rapid availability of
medical information.

‘J _;g,mm{, #ﬂl

w ’}Jeff Susman, MD
Editor, JFP

396 VOL 54, NO 5/ MAY 2005 THE JOURNAL OF FAMILY PRACTICE

THE JOURNAL OF

[
PRACTICE

EDITOR

Jeffrey L. Susman, MD,

University of Cincinnati

ASSOCIATE EDITORS

= Clinical Inquiries

James Stevermer, MD, MSPH,
University of Missouri, Columbia

= Applied Evidence

Cheryl A. Flynn, MD, MS, State University
of New York, Syracuse

= Original Research

John Hickner, MD, MSc, University of
Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine

= Photo Rounds

Richard P. Usatine, MD, University of
Texas Health Sciences Center at San Antonio
CONSULTING EDITOR

= Clinical Inquiries

Bernard Ewigman, MD, MSPH,
University of Chicago Pritzker School of
Medicine

ASSISTANT EDITORS

= Clinical Inquiries

M. Lee Chambliss, MD, MSPH, Moses Cone
Family Medicine Residency, Greensboro, NC
Mark R. Ellis, MD, MSPH, Cox Family
Practice Residency, Springfield, Mo

Charissa Fotinos, MD, University of
Wasington, Seattle

Kevin Y. Kane, MD, MSPH, University
of Missouri, Columbia

Gary Kelsberg, MD, FAAFP, University
of Washington, Renton

Jon O. Neher, MD, University of Washington,
Renton

M. Norman Oliver, MD, MA, University
of Virginia, Charlottesville

Peter C. Smith, MD, University of Colorado
Health Sciences Center, Denver

Donald C. Spencer, MD, MBA, University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Fred Tudiver, MD, East Tennessee State
University, Johnson City

Jan P. Vleck, MD, University of
Washington, Olympia

= Reinventing Practice

Gary N. Fox, MD, St. Vincent Mercy
Medical Center, Toledo, Ohio

= Practice Alert

Doug Campos-Outcalt, MD, MPA,
University of Arizona, Phoenix

Eric Henley, MD, MPH, University of
Illinois, Rockford

* Guideline Update

Keith B. Holten, MD, University of
Cincinnati

= Language of Evidence

Goutham Rao, MD, MPA, University of
Pittsburgh

= Family Medicine Grand Rounds
Audrey Paulman, MD, MMM, and
Paul M. Paulman, MD, University of
Nebraska College of Medicine, Omaha

* Supplements

Rick Ricer, MD, University of Cincinnati
EDITORIAL BOARD

Frederick Chen, MD, MPH, University of
Washington, Seattle

Larry Culpepper, MD, MPH, Boston
University Medical Center, Boston, Mass
John W. Ely, MD, MSPH, University of
Towa College of Medicine, Iowa City
Linda French, Michigan State University,
East Lansing

Theodore G. Ganiats, MD, University of
California-San Diego Health Outcomes
Assessment Program, La Jolla, Calif

Paul Gordon, MD, University of Arizona,
Tucson

Caryl J. Heaton, DO, University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey,
Newark

Fred Miser, MD, MA, Ohio State
University, Columbus

Kevin Peterson, MD, MPH, University of
Minnesota, St Paul

Kendra Schwartz, MD, MSPH, Wayne
State University, Detroit, Mich

Douglas R. Smucker, MD, MPH, Moses Cone
Family Medicine Residency, Greensboro, NC
Jack Westfall, MD, University of Colorado

Direct editorial information and inquiries to:
EDITORIAL OFFICE

Health Professions Building, Department
of Family Medicine, PO Box 670582,
Cincinnati, OH 45267-0582.

Telephone: (513) 558-4021.

PUBLISHING OFFICES

Dowden Health Media, Inc.,

110 Summit Avenue, Montvale, NJ 07645.
Telephone: (201) 782-5735.

Fax: (201) 505-5890



