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t first, I couldn’t believe that the filthy, inebriated man whom I led onto a van University of Texas Health Sciences Center
. . . . at San Antonio (Photo Rounds)
for the homeless had served as an officer in the Vietnam War. But as I took his
medical history and examined him, my doubt dissolved. Horrible nightmares, ASSISTANT EDITORS
DOUG CAMPOS-OUTCALT, MD, MPA
shakes, alcoholism, a life on the street—“things no man should see.” It all fit together. University of Arizona, Phoenix
On another occasion, I met Mike, a victim of an improvised explosive device, whose GARY N. FOX, MD
. . . , . St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center, Toledo, Ohio
wife patiently explained that he’d never been the same since he came home from Iraq RICK GUTHMANN. M. MPH
with a significant traumatic brain injury (TBI). And Jim, a former soldier on a special University of lllinos, Chicago
operations unit who lived for danger, long after his stint in the service ended. Jim liked to KETHB.HOTEN. WD
. . . Berger Health System, Circleville, Ohio
fly helicopters that he built—and crashed with some frequency.
. . . . . GARY KELSBERG, MD, FAAFP
The New York Times recently reported that while one American soldier dies every University of Washington, Renton
day and a half, veterans commit suicide at a rate of one every 80 minutes, and at least AUDREY PAULMAN, MD, MMM
. . University of Nebraska College of Medicine,
one in 5 veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars Omaha
. . suffers from post-traumatic stress disorder or TBI.! PAUL M. PAULMAN, MD
e . o . University of Nebraska College of Medicine,
War is an experience It’s easy to criticize the military for not provid- Omaha
th at keeps on ing proper protection for our troops or to blame the RICK RICER, MD
o e . Uni ity of Cinci ti
ivina: addicti Veterans Administration for the dearth of mental niversty et Hndmnat
giving: addiction, : e E. CHRIS VINGENT, MD
. health providers. As usual, we look for a quick fix to University of Washington, Seattle
dlvorce, and a complex problem. But war is an experience that CDITORIAL BOARD
flashbacks. keeps on giving: addiction, divorce, and flashbacks. FREDERICK CHEN, MD, MPH
. . o1 University of Washington, Seattle
Our soldiers and their families need all the support
. LARRY CULPEPPER, MD, MPH
we can prOVlde. Boston University Medical Center, Mass
We need to enhance social services, ensure access to mental health care, and pro- LINDA FRENCH, MD
. . . . o1 . Uni ity of Toledo, Ohi
vide an integrated medical home for our vets and their families. We need barrier-free nversty o foleco, o
. . . . THEODORE G. GANIATS, MD
housing for those who have lost limbs. We need to do more to reintegrate returning vets University of California-San Diego, La Jolla, Calif
into civilian life. The reality is that we owe our vets—and their families—far more than JEFFREY T. KIRCHNER, DO, FAAFP, AAHIVS
. Lancaster General Hospital, Lancaster, Pa
we provide.
1) o, . . . FRED MISER, MD, MA
I'm writing this from Washington, DC, a month before we celebrate Memorial Day The Ohio State University, Columbus
and remember those who died in service of our country. On the flight into our nation’s JANE L. MURRAY, MD
. . . s Sastun Cent f Ints tive Health Care,
capital, I sat next to a young man returning from his tour of military duty. He seemed Overlond park. Kan e rearntare
mature, upbeat, whole. But when I asked him about his experience, he responded: “Sir, I KEVIN PETERSON, MD, MPH
i i f Mi , St. |
gotta tell you, what I saw was hell”” University of Minnesota, st. Pau
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University of Chicago
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