From the Editor-in-Chief

The Mission of Continuous Improvement
in Health Care: A New Era for Clinical

Outcomes Management

Ebrahim Barkoudah, MD, MPH

his issue of the Journal of Clinical Outcomes (JCOM)

debuts a new cover design that brings forward the

articles and features in each issue. Although the
Journal’s cover has a new look, JCOM’s goals remain
the same—improving care by disseminating evidence of
quality improvement in health care and sharing access to
the medical literature with our readers. We continue our
mission to promote the best medical practice by providing
clinicians with updates and communicating advances that
lead to measurable improvement in health care delivery,
quality, and outcomes.

As we continue the work of improving health care quality,
knowledge gaps and unmet needs in the literature remain.
These unmet needs are evident throughout all phases of
health care delivery. Moreover, the Institutes of Medicine
report that centered on efforts to build a safer health care
environment by redesigning health care processes remains
salient.” The journey to continuous improvement in health
care, where we achieve threshold change in the quality of
each process and across the entire health care system,
requires collective effort. Such efforts include establishing
clear metrics and measurements for improvement goals
throughout the patient’s journey through diagnosis, treat-
ment, transitions of care, and disease management.?® To
address evidence and knowledge gaps in the literature,
JCOM publishes reports of original studies and quality
improvement projects as well as reviews, providing its
30,000 readers with new evidence to implement in daily
practice. We welcome submissions of original research
reports, reports of quality improvement projects that follow
the SQUIRE 2.0 standards,* and perspectives on develop-
ments and innovations in health care delivery.

The next chapter in health care delivery improvement
will encompass value-based care.® This new era of clin-
ical outcomes management will dictate the metrics and
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outcomes reporting® and how to plan future investments.
The value-based phase will increase innovation and shape
policies that advance population health, transforming every
step in the care delivery journey.” The next phase in health
care delivery will also create a viable financial structure
while implementing effective performance measures for
optimal outcomes through patient-centered care and opti-
mization of cost and care strategies. In light of health care’s
evolution toward a value-based model, JCOM welcomes
submissions of manuscripts that explore themes central to
this model, including patient-centered care, implementation
of best practices, system design, safety, cost-effectiveness,
and the balance between cost optimization and quality. For
JCOM'’s authors and readers, our editorial team remains
commited to the highest standards in timely publishing to
support our community through our collective expertise
and dedication to quality improvement.
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