Genzyme Transfers Operations

Genzyme Corp. has ended manufacturing
operations at its Allston, Mass., plant for
products sold in the United States, and the
company has transferred the work to its
Waterford, Ireland, plant and a contract
manufacturer. The move comes several
months after the company entered a con-
sent decree with the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration for quality violations in man-
ufacturing some of its biggest products -
imiglucerase (Cerezyme), agalsidase beta
(Fabrazyme), and thyrotropin alfa (Thy-
rogen) - which the FDA had found to be
contaminated with particles of rubber,
fiber, and steel. Earlier last year, the com-
pany had to shut the Allston factory be-
cause of viral contamination. After the
consent decree, Genzyme turned over to
the government $175 million in unlawful
profits from the sale of the products.
“Genzyme is working closely with regu-
latory authorities globally to achieve this
goal,” according to a company statement.
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Court Upholds Cancer Suit

The Nevada Supreme Court upheld a
$58 million award to three women, two
of them now deceased, who claimed
that Wyeth Pharmaceuticals’ hormone
replacement drugs — Premarin and Prem-
pro — caused their breast cancer. “The ev-
idence supported the jury’s findings that
Wyeth was negligent in failing to con-
duct appropriate studies on breast cancer
and that it concealed material facts about
its products’ safety,” Justice Michael
Cherry wrote in the court’s opinion.
The company had appealed a 2007 rul-
ing, saying that the punitive damages
award was excessive. Justice Cherry
wrote that while the term “breast can-
cer” appeared 10 times in the Prempro
labeling, “in many instances the term ap-
peared in reassuring statements. ...To
the contrary, the evidence showed that
before Prempro was marketed, there
was scientific data that confirmed an in-
creased risk in breast cancer with the pro-
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longed use of estrogen plus progestin.”
The case is one of thousands against
Wryeth regarding the two drugs.

Texas Diabetes Rate Alarming

One in four (8 million) Texans will be di-
agnosed with diabetes by 2040 and that
will constitute “a significant threat to the
financial solvency of the Texas public and
private health infrastructure,” according
to a report by the nonprofit group Texas
Health Institute. The diabetes rate has
tripled in young adults in less than a
decade, and the obesity rate in that group
has doubled. The report also notes racial
and ethnic disparities in diabetes rates,
complications, and mortality, especially in
people along the Texas-Mexico border.
Novo Nordisk and Roche Diagnostics fi-
nanced publication of the report.

Report: Send Technology Home

One solution to two major challenges fac-
ing health care systems worldwide could
be the expansion of home health care
technology, according to a report by the
RAND Corporation. “The aging of the
world’s population and [the] fact that
more diseases are treatable will create se-
rious financial and manpower challenges

for the world’s health care systems,” Dr.
Soeren Mattke, lead author and a senior
scientist at RAND, said in a statement. It
is possible to move technologies ranging
from glucose meters to advanced
telemedicine devices into homes, “where
patients or family members can manage
care,” said Dr. Mattke. He and his coau-
thors admitted in their report that barri-
ers exist, such as insurance coverage, pa-
tients” readiness, and their compliance.
—Naseem S. Miller
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100% Clinical Endocrinology

Large referral base

South Carolina.
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864-255-1503
courtney_ouzts@bshsi.org
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Expanding Endocrinology practice in Greenville, SC!

We are looking for a full-time BC/BE Endocrinologist.
Primarily outpatient work with limited call

Millennium Endocrinology is affiliated with Bon Secours St. Fran-
cis Health System, a growing 400 bed health system in Upstate

The position offers a competitive salary, signing and productivity
bonuses, comprehensive benefits, CME allotment and relocation as-

Greenville has mild winters, a beautiful downtown, an active
international business community, large lakes, signature golf,
biking and hiking trails. It is a short two hour drive to Atlanta and
Charlotte, and three hours from the SC coast.

Interested candidates, please contact:
Courtney Ouzts, Physician Recruiter
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BOMN SECOURS
MEDICAL GROUP

Bon Secours St. Francis Health Svsterm

FARMINGTON, NM
San Juan Regional
Medical Center
Endocrinologist
Hospital-employed, inpatient & outpatient
care, salary & productivity compensation,
excellent benefits, relocation assistance.

Terri Smith 888-282-6591

Fax: 505-609-6681
tsmith@sjrmc.net
www.sanjuanregional.com
www.sjrmcdocs.com

Moving?
Look to Classified Notices for
practices available in your area.

CENTRAL UTAH CLINIC is seeking a
BC/BE Endocrinologist to join another well
established, Board Certified Endocrinologist and two
Nurse Practitoners with the clinic in 2011-2012. In-
office Certified Diabetes Educator, Dexa, Ultraound and
Endocrine laboratory as well as an ADA approved
diabetic counseling class are available.

The qualified candidate will practice 100%
Endocrinology in a referral-only setting
Education stipend available while finishing your
fellowship program

One year partnership track with minimal buy-in
Ancillary income opportunities

Relocation package available

Guaranteed first year salary

Full medical/dental benefits

Contact: Mark Kershaw at (801) 354-8276 or

mkershaw@centralutahclinic.com

Central Utah Clinic..

Your Heaith, Your Choice®

Disclaimer

CLINICAL ENDOCRINOLOGY NEWS as-
sumes the statements made in classified
advertisements are accurate, but cannot in-
vestigate the statements and assumes no re-
sponsibility or liability concerning their
content. The Publisher reserves the right to
decline, withdraw, or edit advertisements.
Every effort will be made to avoid mistakes,
but responsibility cannot be accepted for
clerical or printer errors.
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