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Initiative Aims to Propel ALS Research
New York-based Project A.L.S. has part-
nered with the Robert Packard Center
for ALS Research at Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity on a new research initiative de-
signed to rapidly advance the science
behind ALS. The 3-year, $15 million pro-
ject will bring together leading re-
searchers in genetics, stem cell repro-
gramming, and glial-neuron signaling to
get a better handle on the key genetic,
biochemical, and cellular pathways that
lead to ALS. The researchers will also fo-
cus on defining the primary molecular
targets for the development of new ALS
treatments.

The project, called P2ALS, is designed
to speed up research because scientists
from different disciplines will be able to
rapidly test each other’s discoveries.
“P2ALS is the most exciting undertaking
in ALS research ever,” Dr. Jeff Rothstein,
medical director for the Robert Packard
Center for ALS, said in a statement. “The

POLICY & PRACTICE

WANT MORE HEALTH REFORM NEWS?
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR PODCAST — SEARCH
“PoLicy & PRACTICE” IN THE ITUNES STORE

opportunity to bring a group of highly
productive creative leaders from the
Packard Center with those funded by
Project A.L.S., including iPS biology, mo-
tor neuron and glial biology, and experts
in drug discovery, with a milestone dri-
ven approach provides a fantastic op-
portunity to synergize ALS researchina
way I have never seen.”

Autism Research Gets Boost in Budget
The Obama administration is seeking
$222 million in fiscal year 2011 to expand
research into autism spectrum disorders.
The funding, which would be spread
through the Health and Human Ser-
vices department, would focus on de-
tection, treatment, and other activities
with the potential to improve the lives of
families affected by autism.

The National Institutes of Health is
also putting a focus on the disorder. The
agency plans to undertake a complete
genome sequencing and DNA analysis of
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300 autism spectrum disorder cases. Of-
ficials at the National Institutes of Health
are also planning to launch the first
epigenomic studies of brain samples
from individuals who have autism spec-
trum disorders and those without the
disorder. The National Institutes of
Health will also investigate patterns of
environmental exposure during preg-
nancy and the perinatal period.

Neuro Expert Will Lead Bioethics Org
Dr. Joseph J. Fins, an expert on ethical
and policy issues in brain injury and
neurology, has been chosen to lead the
American Society for Bioethics and Hu-
manities. He will assume his 2-year term
as president in 2011. Dr. Fins is the chief
of the division of medical ethics in the
departments of public health and medi-
cine at Weill Cornell Medical College.
He is also a professor of public health
and medicine in psychiatry. Dr. Fins is
well known for his work in research
ethics in neurology and psychiatry. He
was a coauthor of a 2007 paper in Nature
that described the first use of deep brain
stimulation during a minimally con-
scious state. In a statement, Dr. Fins said
he looks forward to assuming the presi-

dency and working to “improve patient
care, enrich medical education, and in-
form health policy.”

CMS Launches Provider Survey
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services kicked off its fifth annual survey
to determine provider satisfaction with
Medicare fee-for-service contractors. The
contractors process and pay more than
$370 billion in Medicare claims each
year. The Medicare Contractor Provider
Satisfaction Survey offers physicians and
other providers a chance to say how well
their contractor handles inquiries, out-
reach, education, claims processing, ap-
peals, reviews, and audits. The Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services said
it is sending the 2010 survey to approxi-
mately 30,000 randomly selected
providers, including practitioners, sup-
pliers, and institutions. Participants can
submiit their responses confidentially on-
line or via mail, fax, or telephone, ac-
cording to the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services. Results of the survey,
which will take several months to com-
plete, will be released on the CMS Web
site this summer, the agency said.
—NMary Ellen Schneider
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Member of the Sanford Health & MeritCare Family

Prestigious Midwest Multi-Specialty Group
Seeking BC/BE Neurologists

MeritCare Medical Group, a 450+physician, multi-specialty group practice is
currently seeking BC/BE neurologists to join its practice in Fargo, North
Dakota. Excellent practice opportunities are available in general neurology
and neurology with subspecialty fellowships as well as hospital neurology and
stroke. MeritCare offers market competitive salaries, a comprehensive ben-
efits package, paid malpractice and a generous relocation allowance.

Experience Fargo, ND and you will see why we attract physicians from all
over the country. The robust metropolitan community of Fargo, ND features
three universities, excellent public and private schools, family-oriented
activities and cultural activities and easy access to 100’s of Minnesota lakes.

For more information on these excellent practice opportunities contact:

Jean Keller, Physician Recruiter
MeritCare Medical Group
Phone: 701-280-4853
Email: Jean.Keller @ meritcare.com
Fax: 701-280-4136

AA/EOE - Not subject to H1B caps

EUGENE OREGON

Oregon Medical Group seeks BE/BC Neurologist to join two other Neurologists in serv-
ing the group’s 138,000 patient panel. This is predominately an outpatient general neu-
rology practice. Subspecialty interests including, dementia, MS, Epilepsy, and stroke can be
accommodated. Your office is located in a new medical office complex. Be instantly busy
with patients waiting. Opportunities for clinical research exist.

Practice offers an initial competitive guarantee with signing bonus, comprehensive benefits,
and relocation expenses. Family oriented, university town with access to ocean beaches and
mountain skiing.

dmorris @ oregonmed.net or call (800) 982-6699.

www.oregonmedicalgroupjobs.com

Neurologist Wanted in the
White Mountains of Arizona

Live in the beautiful White Mountains
where the quality of life is as high as our
tall pines. Enjoy four mild seasons in the
playground for outdoor adventures. Join a
friendly, rural community with quality
schools and a safe family environment.
Contact: Hillary Arney, 928-537-6968,
2200 E. Show Low Lake Rd. Show Low,
AZ 85901.

harney @ summithealthcare.net
www.summitthealthcare.net

Neurology
“Gateway to the West”

Large Medical Center is searching for
a BC/BE Neurologist 1st year compen-
sation package up to 234K with unlimit-
ed market potential. This is a solo oppor-
tunity with call coverage of 1:3. You should
also consider our Neuro-Hospitalist op-
portunity to join a hospitalist group or
be hospital employed. Please call Raul
Elizondo at 800-839-4728 or email CV’s
to RElizondo @beck-field.com
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Email ad to: a.lamonica @elsevier.com

BC/BE Neurologist needed in growing
Southern California city: Lancaster, CA.
Located 50 miles north of Hollywood/
Burbank area. Good salary plus bonus and
partnership.

Email cv to: spally23@hotmail.com or call
661-433-6681 or fax 661-945-2864.attn:
Dr. Pally
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