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New Osteoporosis Health Claims
Officials at the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration are proposing to allow a new
health claim stating that foods and dietary
supplements containing both calcium and
vitamin D have the potential to reduce
the risk of osteoporosis. The FDA cur-
rently allows manufacturers to make only
health claims linking calcium intake to a
reduced risk of osteoporosis. The new
proposal would also broaden the health
claim that can be made for products con-
taining calcium by dropping references to
sex, race, and age. The change is being
proposed based on an FDA review of the
scientific evidence, including the 2004
Surgeon General’s report on bone health
and osteoporosis.

Part D Battle Begins in Congress
As promised during the midterm elec-
tions, House Democrats began work im-
mediately on tweaking Medicare’s Part D
drug coverage. Rep. John Dingell (D-
Mich.), along with 189 colleagues, intro-
duced H.R. 4, the Medicare Prescription
Drug Price Negotiation Act of 2007,
which would require the Health and Hu-
man Services department to negotiate
prices with drugmakers. The legislation
was passed by the House in January by a

vote of 255-170. While two senators have
taken up the cause—Harry Reid (D-Nev.)
and Benjamin Cardin (D-Md.)—it appears
the Senate will take a more measured ap-
proach. The Senate Finance Committee
held hearings Jan. 11 to investigate the im-
pact of price negotiations. If the legisla-
tion is enacted as written, new prices
would go into effect for the plan year be-
ginning Jan. 1, 2008.

Stem Cell Research Debate Continues
Members of the House of Representatives
approved legislation last month that would
expand federal funding for human em-
bryonic stem cell research. The bill, H.R.
3, must still be passed in the Senate and
faces a potential veto by President Bush,
who previously has vetoed the same leg-
islation. In the meantime, states are mov-
ing forward with their own stem cell pro-
jects. New Jersey Gov. Jon S. Corzine (D)
recently signed a law that authorizes the
use of $270 million to build stem cell re-
search centers and other facilities for can-
cer and biomedical research. The bulk of
the funding ($150 million) is designated for
construction of the Stem Cell Institute in
New Brunswick; another $50 million will
go to building other stem cell research fa-
cilities. The legislation also includes $10

million for cord blood collection to be
used in support of stem cell research.

Cancer Care Time Costs Add Up 
The cost of the time spent by cancer pa-
tients in fighting their illness amounted to
approximately $2.3 billion in 2005, ac-
cording to a study published in the Janu-
ary issue of the Journal of the National
Cancer Institute. The researchers analyzed
the time that cancer patients spent getting
to and from appointments, waiting for
care, consulting with physicians, and un-
dergoing treatments. They valued that
time at $15.23 per hour, the median U.S.
wage rate in 2002. The researchers used
data from the Surveillance, Epidemiology,
and End Results–Medicare database to
find the net patient time costs associated
with cancer care for 11 common tumor
sites. They analyzed records for 767,010
patients who were initially diagnosed be-
tween 1973 and 1999 and were 65 years or
older during the study observation period
of 1995-2001, and included 1,145,159
matched controls. The net patient time
costs associated with medical care during
the first 12 months after diagnosis were
lowest for melanoma ($271) and prostate
cancers ($842) and highest for gastric
($5,348) and ovarian ($5,605) cancers. In
most cases, hospital stays accounted for
the greatest net time costs. 

Weight Loss Supplement Settlement
The Federal Trade Commission recently
reached a settlement with manufacturers
of four dietary supplement products to
limit future advertising claims of weight
loss and weight control. Manufacturers of
the four products—Xenadrine EFX, Cor-
tiSlim, TrimSpa, and One-A-Day Weight-
Smart—also agreed to pay a total of at
least $25 million in cash and other assets.
The manufacturers did not admit any vi-
olation of the law as part of the settle-
ment. The FTC had alleged that the man-
ufactures of Xenadrine EFX had made
false or misleading claims that the prod-
uct could cause rapid and substantial
weight loss. The marketers of CortiSlim
faced charges from the FTC that they
had falsely claimed that the product
would cause weight loss and reduce the
risk of serious health conditions. The
TrimSpa marketers were alleged to have
had inadequate scientific evidence to
show that the product causes rapid and
substantial weight loss and that one of its
ingredients, Hoodia gordonii, works as an
appetite suppressant. The marketer of
the One-A-Day WeightSmart multivita-
min settled FTC allegations that it made
unsubstantiated claims of increasing and
enhancing metabolism, preventing some
weight gain, and controlling weight.

—Mary Ellen Schneider
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CAN YOU COLLECT DISABILITY INCOME BENEFITS?
Our law firm represents medical and business

professionals who are either preparing to file or have
been denied benefits under their disability insurance
policy. Established in 1979, our litigation experience

and disability claim handling knowledge has allowed
us to help our clients receive disability benefits. Visit

our website at www.diAttorney.com or call to learn
how we can help you with your disability claim. 

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION

800-797-7091
REPRESENTING CLIENTS NATIONWIDE

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before you decide ask us to send you free information about our qualifications and experience. Main office Hollywood
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PRODUCTSPRACTICE FOR SALE

GYN Practice for Sale
26yrs established turn-key opportunity in
thriving Gyn practice. Spacious, new office lo-
cated near hospital in a medium sized town
1.45 hrs from Atlanta. Loyal patient base of
approximately 5000 patients. Profitable from
accredited ultrasound, mammogram and
Dexa scanner facility. Busy Gyn surgery
schedule. High income potential by adding
Obstetrical services. Owner will remain on
staff to ensure smooth transition. Serious in-
quiries contact Georgiagyn@knology.net

Salisbury, Maryland. Sell long
established practice. Minimum
buy in Physician retiring. Hospi-
tal www.peninsula.org
Contact Joe Cutchin FACOG
4105463125 or
forcep@intercom.net


