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Medical Home Curriculum Urged for Schools
B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

FROM JOINT PRINCIPLES ISSUED BY

PRIMARY CARE PHYSICIANS’

ORGANIZATIONS

M
edical schools should devote
more time to teaching students
about care coordination, popu-

lation health, and electronic health
records so that students will be ready to
be a part of the patient-centered medical
home, according to a new report from
four groups representing primary care
physicians. 

In a joint principles document released
Jan. 18, the American Academy of Family
Physicians, American Academy of
Pediatrics, American College of Physi-
cians, and American Osteopathic
Association outlined how all medical
schools can provide students with a
foundation in the elements of the medical
home, regardless of whether they plan to
pursue a career in primary care. 

The groups recommend that students
learn about the principles of the medical
home, such as being a personal physician,
leading a team of providers, providing
care for the “whole person,” coordinating
care across the health care system,
improving the quality and safety of care,
and providing enhanced access. 

For example, as part of the principle of
whole-person orientation, the groups
recommend that medical students prac-
tice motivational interviewing as way of
encouraging behavioral change. 

They also recommend that students
work with health coaches who support
the care of patients with complex condi-
tions. 

In learning about care coordination,
the groups call for students to become
familiar with electronic health records, 
e-visits, and electronic billing; learn to
access online medical information; and
use health information technology to
support their own continuing education. 

The report also recommends that
medical schools teach students about

various physician payment methodolo-
gies and current trends in health care
costs. 

For many medical schools this will be
a shift, said Dr. O. Marion Burton,
president of the American Academy of
Pediatrics and associate dean for clinical
affairs at the University of South
Carolina, Columbia. 

While medical schools today teach
some elements of the medical home

model, such as the continuum of care,
there’s not a focus on the medical home
itself, he said. 

Dr. Burton said that he expects med-
ical schools to embrace the recommen-
dations for teaching the medical home,
but that it will take 3-4 years for most
institutions to do so. 

The first step, which could take a year
or more, will be to recruit new faculty
members with experience with the

medical home concepts. 
The next step will be to determine

exactly how to teach the model, whether
through lectures or more hands-on
training, or some combination of
approaches. And it may take another
year to integrate the subject matter into
the existing curriculum, he said. 

“I don’t see this as [happening]
overnight,” Dr. Burton said in an
interview. ■


