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For moderate to severe pain when a continuous, around-the-clock
analgesic is needed for an extended period of time

THERE CAN BE 
LIFE WITH RELIEF

TM

•Q12h dosing convenience
•Onset of analgesia within 1 hour in most patients1*
•Convenient conversion and titration
•OxyContin® is an opioid agonist and a Schedule II controlled substance with 

an abuse liability similar to morphine. Consider this when an increased risk of 
misuse, abuse, or diversion is a concern

•OxyContin® Tablets are NOT intended for use as a prn analgesic
•OxyContin® TABLETS ARE TO BE SWALLOWED WHOLE AND ARE NOT 

TO BE BROKEN, CHEWED, OR CRUSHED. TAKING BROKEN, CHEWED, 
OR CRUSHED OxyContin® TABLETS LEADS TO RAPID RELEASE AND 
ABSORPTION OF A POTENTIALLY FATAL DOSE OF OXYCODONE

•OxyContin® 80 mg and 160 mg Tablets ARE FOR USE IN OPIOID-TOLERANT 
PATIENTS ONLY. These tablets may cause fatal respiratory depression when administered 
to opioid-naive patients

• The most serious risk with OxyContin® is respiratory depression, which can be fatal
• OxyContin® is not indicated for pre-emptive analgesia, pain in the immediate 

postoperative period (the first 12 to 24 hours following surgery) in patients not previously 
taking OxyContin® (because its safety in this setting has not been established), or pain 
that is mild or not expected to persist for an extended period of time

• As used here, “moderate” and “moderate to severe” pain do not include 
commonplace and ordinary aches and pains, pulled muscles, cramps, sprains, 
or similar discomfort
Purdue is firmly committed to maintaining the highest standards of marketing practices in the industry while continuing 
to advance the proper treatment of pain in America. If Purdue’s marketing and sales practices fail to meet this standard, 
we urge you to contact us at 1-888-690-9211.

*From a single-dose study.
Reference: 1. Sunshine A, Olson NZ, Colon 
A, et al. Analgesic efficacy of controlled-
release oxycodone in postoperative pain. 
J Clin Pharmacol. 1996;36:595-603.

Please read brief summary of prescribing information, 
including boxed warning, on adjacent page.
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Poor Mortality With Anaplastic Thyroid Cancer
B Y  B R U C E  J A N C I N

Denver Bureau

VA N C O U V E R —  Anaplastic thyroid can-
cer patients under age 60 at diagnosis or
who have only intrathyroidal tumor are
more likely to escape the generally ex-
tremely poor prognosis of this malignan-
cy, Electron Kebebew, M.D., said at the an-
nual meeting of the American Thyroid
Association.

Aggressive multimodal therapy featur-
ing surgical resection plus electron beam
radiation appears to result in improved

survival, added Dr. Kebebew of the Uni-
versity of California at San Francisco.

Anaplastic thyroid cancer is one of the
most aggressive of all human malignan-
cies. It makes up fewer than 2% of cases
of thyroid cancer but accounts for the ma-
jority of deaths.

The use of aggressive multimodal ther-
apy in patients with anaplastic thyroid
cancer is controversial. Although it is ad-
vocated by some experts, there are scant
supporting data in the literature. To shed
additional light on the subject, Dr. Kebe-
bew turned to the National Cancer Insti-
tute’s Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End
Results database, where he obtained de-
tailed data on 516 affected patients gleaned
from 12 population-based cancer reg-
istries. This cohort constitutes one of the

largest groups of anaplastic thyroid cancer
patients ever studied.

The study population included 345
women. Their mean age at diagnosis was
70.3 years. Eight percent had intrathy-
roidal tumor only, 38% had regional dis-
ease, and the remainder had distant metas-
tases. For 10% of patients, anaplastic
thyroid cancer wasn’t their first primary
cancer.

Roughly one-half of patients under-
went surgical resection of their primary

tumor; 59% of patients received electron-
beam radiation. Six-month cause-specific
mortality was 68.4%. One-year mortality
was 80.7%. “That was not surprising.
What was surprising was that nearly 6%
of patients survived more than 10 years,”
Dr. Kebebew observed.

In a multivariate analysis, age younger
than 60 years, local disease, and combina-
tion therapy with resection plus electron-
beam radiation were independent predic-
tors of improved survival. ■

‘What was
surprising was
that nearly 6% of
patients survived
more than 10
years.’

DR. KEBEBEW

Late Mortality

‘Troubling’ in

Teen Thyroid Ca
VA N C O U V E R —  Physicians may be win-
ning the battle against pediatric papillary
thyroid carcinoma—while losing the war,
Ian D. Hay, M.B., said at the annual meet-
ing of the American Thyroid Association.

He studied 189 consecutive patients who
underwent initial surgical management of
papillary thyroid carcinoma prior to age 21
(median age, 16 years). They were then fol-
lowed far into adulthood, for a median of
28 years and a maximum of 60 years.

The good news is mortality due to re-
current thyroid cancer was a mere 3%
through 50 years of follow-up, with the first
such death not occurring until 26 years af-
ter initial therapy. The bad news: a much
higher than expected late all-cause mortal-
ity, mostly due to non-thyroid cancers, said
Dr. Hay, professor of medicine at the Mayo
Clinic, Rochester, Minn.

All-cause mortality wasn’t excessive
through the first 20 years of follow-up but
began rising thereafter. During years 30-50
of follow-up, when actuarial data predict-
ed 9.3 deaths, there were actually 22
deaths. Sixteen of the 22 were due to can-
cer, with 13 of the 16 deaths involving 9
separate types of non-thyroid cancer.

All but 2 of the 13 patients who died of
non-thyroid cancer had a history of thera-
peutic radiation as part of the treatment for
their thyroid cancer. Since 1950, postoper-
ative radioiodine remnant ablation has been
administered to 28% of thyroid cancer pa-
tients at the Mayo Clinic, he said.

—Bruce Jancin
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