he Centers for Medicare and

I Medicaid Services has made it of-

ficial: Medicare beneficiaries

with type 2 diabetes and a body mass in-

dex less than 35 kg/m? will not receive
coverage for bariatric surgery.

The announcement finalizes a CMS
proposal issued last November. “While
recent medical reports claimed that
bariatric surgery may be helpful for these
patients, CMS did not find convincing
medical evidence that bariatric surgery
improved health outcomes for these
nonmorbidly obese individuals,” the

PRACTICE TRENDS

agency said in a statement at that time.

In the statement, Dr. Barry Straube,
the agency’s chief medical officer and
director of its Office of Clinical Stan-
dards and Quality, said “limiting cover-
age of bariatric surgery in type 2 dia-
betic patients who are not considered
clinically obese is part of Medicare’s on-
going commitment to ensure access to
the most effective treatment alterna-
tives with good evidence of benefit,
while limiting coverage where the cur-
rent evidence suggests the risks out-
weigh the benefits.”
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CMS Clarifies Bariatric Surgery Coverage
For Medicare Patients With Diabetes

In 2006, CMS said that Medicare
would cover three procedures—open
and laparoscopic Roux-en-Y gastric by-
pass surgery, open and laparoscopic bil-
iopancreatic diversion with duodenal
switch, and laparoscopic adjustable gas-
tric banding—for beneficiaries who have
a BMI greater than 35, have at least one
comorbidity related to obesity, and have
been previously unsuccessful with med-
ical treatment for obesity. The new de-
cision clarifies that diabetes is one of the
comorbidities included in the criteria.

—Joyce Frieden
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URGENTQARE

Want to increase your practice income?
You could...

Internal Medicine News Rates
4 Column Classified Ads
From 1” to 12”

N Sizes from 1/48th of a page
STRENGTH AND TEAMWORK to a full page

m(an Academy of Urgent Care Medicine presents the

009 Urgent Care Conference
September 23 - 25, 2009
Coronado Bay Resort - San Diego, California

For Deadlines and More Information
Contact: John Baltazar
Tel: 212-633-3829 or
fax your ad to 212-633-3820
Email ad to: j.baltazar@elsevier.com

« Apractical conference designed for the urgent care professional

+ Featuring aBusiness Track with information to help you manage your practice &
a Clinical Track to help you manage your patients

+ Build your knowledge, review important topics, and discuss recent advances in
Urgent Care

« Eam up to 16 Category-1 CME hours L

(ntermal Medicine News
Elsevier-Internal Medicine News
360 Park Avenue South
New York, NY 10010

+ Network with like-minded urgent care providers

Register TODAY! Go to www.aaucm.org and click the conference logo.

For more information about this exciting event, = -
please visit www.aaucm.org or call 407-521-5789. FLSEVIER
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See 25% more patients..or  Cut your expenses 25% > 1

hllr Sharing Fﬂur ﬂvemeadl Our digital, PC based holter system can /

increase revenue, save time and
expedite patient treatment.

@Myth: It's not cost effective to buy

a holter system for my practice.

Reallty.‘ Actually, at $200 reimbursement
under CPT Code 93230, the system pays for
itself within a month or two! Indications
include these approved ICD-9 codes: 780.2
Syncope, 785.1 Palpitations, 786.50 Chest Pain,
and many others. How many of these patients
do you see per month?

@Myth; Holters are too time

consuming for my busy practice.

Reallty: If you're already doing EKGs in

your office, a holter is simply a 24 hour EKG,

and it takes less time to hook up a patient to

a holter recorder! Our PC based, easy to use
software provides complete interpretation and
easy editing capabilities along with full disclosure.

Smart doctors share office space.
We make it easy.

Post/Search for office space to share by specialty, location, day-of-week availability etc.

Was 54,995

'$2 895 ‘/L

This price includes:

Fully EMR compatible Windows based

software, digital flash holter recorder,

flash card which records up to 72 hours

of patient data, flash card reader and 5

or 7-lead cable. Two year warranty.
Free lifetime software upgrades.

Toll Free 877-646-3300
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Disclaimer

INTERNAL MEDICINE NEWS assumes the statements made in classified advertisements are
accurate, but cannot investigate the statements and assumes no responsibility or liability con-
cerning their content. The Publisher reserves the right to decline, withdraw, or edit adver-
tisements. Every effort will be made to avoid mistakes, but responsibility cannot be
accepted for clerical or printer errors.

Medical Device Depot

www.medicaldevicedepot.com

Also available at www.elsevierhealthcareers.com



