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Insured Patients Pay a Premium for the Uninsured
B Y  D E N I S E  N A P O L I

WA S H I N G T O N —  The average U.S.
family spent an extra $1,017 on health
care last year to help cover uncompen-
sated care provided to the uninsured,
according to a report from Families USA.

Privately insured individuals spent an
extra $368 last year for the same thing.

That is the hidden health tax,” said the
group’s executive director, Ron Pollack.
“Everybody in the country probably
knows that there is such a hidden health
tax, but they don’t know how significant
it is.”

According to the report, created with
the help of Milliman Inc., an independent
actuarial consulting firm, $116 billion of
care from hospitals, doctors, and other
health care professionals was provided to

the uninsured last year. Of this, 37% was
paid for out of pocket by the patients
themselves. An additional 26% of this
was paid for by third-party sources, such
as charities or community centers.

The remainder—$42.7 billion—was
unpaid.

“Providers attempt to recover these
uncompensated care dollars primarily
by increasing charges for those with pri-
vate insurance,” according to the report.
“This cost shift is borne almost exclu-
sively by private insurance programs be-
cause the federal Medicare program’s
rules do not allow Medicare provider
payments to easily adjust upward in re-
sponse to this pressure.”

At a press conference to release the re-
port, Ron Williams, the chairman and
chief executive officer of Aetna Inc., said

that the report answers a question many
consumers have, “which is, ‘why does
my premium go up?’ ” 

He added, “For every person who has
private health in-
surance, there is a
tax . . . that these
community hospi-
tals and other hos-
pitals have to col-
lect in order to be
there as a safety
net.”

Mr. Pollack
stressed that the
data in this report are from 2008, and that
the huge amount of job loss still occur-
ring in 2009 likely will mean that the
amount borne by each U.S. family will
grow to $1,100 this year. A similar study

conducted in 2005 found that the average
family paid an extra $922 to cover un-
compensated care, and the average indi-
vidual paid an extra $341. 

In a statement
accompanying the
release of the re-
port, Sen. Max
Baucus (D-Mont.),
chairman of the
Senate Finance
Committee and a
leader on health
care reform, said,
“As this report

shows, that hidden tax will only contin-
ue to grow unless we do something
about it. That’s why I’m committed to
passing comprehensive health care re-
form this year.” ■

With the huge amount of 
job loss still occurring in 
2009, each U.S. family will
probably spend $1,100 to
help cover uncompensated
care for the uninsured.

PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES

Farmington,
New Mexico

Join 7 Pediatricians and 1 CPNP in
Farmington, New Mexico San Juan Re-
gional Medical Center is recruiting for
a Hospital-employed position, 1 in 6 Call,
Excellent Benefits, Salary & Production
Bonus, and Retirement Plan. Enjoy World-
Class Golf, Skiing, & Trout Fishing! 
Contact Terry Smith at 888-282-6591,
Fax: 505-609-6681, tsmith@sjrmc.net
www.sanjuanregional.com

Two part-time Pediatricians to join an all 
BC/BE multi-specialty group practice serving 
the Orlando, FL area. Call required via 

phone every 14 days. Rewarding salary and 
benefi ts program. Positions located in Clermont 

and southeast Orlando (Waterford Lakes) areas. 
Send CV in confi dence to: 

Physician Associates
Human Resources • 550 E SR 434 • Longwood, FL 32750 

Fax: (407) 262-5797

www.paof.com                           EOE

FOR SALE
Successful Pediatric Practice
located in mid-west Florida
with over 2500 active patients
and dedicated staff is motivat-
ed to sell. Price $375,000, con-
tact J. Gibson @ 727-725-7090.

PRACTICE FOR SALE

BOOKS

New Book on Pediatric, Adolescent and
Young Adult Gynecology 
Albert Altchek, MD
Liane Deligdisch, MD
Foreward by Alan DeCherney, MD
Wiley-Blackwell Publishers, Oxford
2009

To place a Classified Notice in
Pediatric News, contact

Andrea LaMonica
PEDIATRIC NEWS
1120 Jensen Ave.

Mamaroneck, NY 10543
(800) 381-0569

FAX: (914) 381-0573
Email ad to:

a.lamonica@elsevier.com

Disclaimer
PEDIATRIC NEWS assumes the statements made in classified advertisements are accurate, but can-
not investigate the statements and assumes no responsibility or liability concerning their content.
The Publisher reserves the right to decline, withdraw, or edit advertisements. Every effort will be
made to avoid mistakes, but responsibility cannot be accepted for clerical or printer errors.

CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Osler Institute 83rd to 85th

Pediatric Board Reviews
approved for AMA/PRA category 1 credit 

6-day seminar with lecture-note syllabus

• Lectures with questions and answers

• Mock written exams & picture quizzes

August 16-21 – Philadelphia

September 20-25 – Dallas

May 2010 – Tampa

New – Best of Pediatrics Audio

Call Today:  (800) 356-7537

www.osler.org
B97A




