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ICD-10 Deemed Complicated, but Useful
B Y  J OY C E  F R I E D E N

WA S H I N G T O N —  The upcoming
ICD-10 diagnosis and procedure coding
system is more complicated than was its
predecessor, ICD-9, but it will allow for
a greater level of clinical detail and will
be better able to keep up with advances
in technology, according to several speak-
ers at a meeting sponsored by the Amer-
ican Health Information Management
Association.

“ICD-9 badly needs to be replaced,”
said Nelly Leon-Chisen, director of cod-
ing and classification at the American
Hospital Association. “It’s 30 years old,
and the terminology and classification of
some conditions are obsolete.”

There are two parts to ICD-10, for-
mally known as the International Clas-
sification of Diseases, 10th revision,
which goes into effect in the United
States on Oct. 1, 2013: ICD-10-CM,
which is the clinical modification of

the World Health Organization’s ICD-
10 diagnostic coding system; and ICD-
10-PCS, an inpatient procedural coding
system developed under contract to the
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services.

ICD-10 “will have better data for eval-
uating and improving quality of care. It
will provide codes for a more complete
picture,” she added, noting that the new
code set will allow health officials to be
“better able to track and respond to
global health threats.”

Because ICD-10 can more precisely
document diagnoses and procedures, it
will bring better justification of medical
necessity for billing purposes, “but not
from day 1,” said Ms. Leon-Chisen. “It
will take a little while” for people to ad-
just to the new codes. The new system
also may reduce opportunities for fraud.

Ms. Leon-Chisen outlined a few basic
differences between ICD-9 and ICD-10
diagnosis codes:

� ICD-9 codes contain 3-5 characters,
whereas ICD-10 contains 3-7 characters.
� In ICD-9 codes, the first character
can be alphabetic or numeric, but in
ICD-10, the first character is always
alphabetic.
� ICD-10 codes can include the use of a
placeholder “x,” whereas ICD-9 codes
cannot.

She also gave an example, showing the
differences between the two revisions.
Under the ICD-9 coding system, a pa-
tient with a pressure ulcer on the right
buttock might receive a diagnosis code of
707.05, “pressure ulcer, buttock.” Under
ICD-10, the same patient would get
L89.111, “decubitus ulcer of right but-
tock limited to breakdown of the skin.”
A pressure ulcer on the left buttock or a
more severe one including necrosis of
the bone would get a different ICD-10
code.

Alphabetic characters are not case
sensitive. ■
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Bayer HealthCare LLC
Flintstones 5

Comcast
Corporate 15

Dey, L.P.
Corporate 10
EpiPen 11-12

Forest Laboratories, Inc.
Lexapro 23-27

GlaxoSmithKline
Corporate 3
Altabax 8a-8b

Johnson & Johnson Consumer Companies, Inc.
Aveeno 6

Mead Johnson & Company
Nutramigen 16

Merck & Co., Inc.
RotaTeq 19-20

McNeil-PPC, Inc.
Zyrtec 21

Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Menveo 17

Schering Plough HealthCare Products, Inc.
Claritin 7

Shire US Inc.
Intuniv 32

Unilever
Dove 13
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Osler Institute 83rd to 85th

Pediatric Board Reviews
approved for AMA/PRA category 1 credit 

6-day seminar with lecture-note syllabus

• Lectures with questions and answers

• Mock written exams & picture quizzes

August 16-21 – Philadelphia

September 20-25 – Dallas

May 2010 – Tampa

New – Best of Pediatrics Audio

Call Today:  (800) 356-7537

www.osler.org
B98A

Part-time Pediatrician to join an all BC/BE 
multi-specialty group practice serving the 
Orlando, FL area. Call required via phone 

every 14 days. Rewarding salary and benefi ts 
program. Position located in Clermont. Send CV 

in confi dence to:

Physician Associates
Human Resources • 550 E SR 434 • Longwood, FL 32750 

Fax: (407) 262-5797

www.paof.com                           EOE

The Great Falls Clinic seeks a general pediatrician and a pediatric hospitalist (with
or without critical care). Current team consists of eight general pediatricians,
pediatric hospitalist, pediatric cardiologist, pediatric pulmonologist, neonatologist
and developmental pediatrics. Great Falls is located on the banks of the Missouri
River and surrounded by three majestic mountain ranges. Premium dry-powder
skiing, champion fly-fishing and a family-friendly community make Great Falls the
perfect place to work and play. For more information, please contact Kate Bogue,
Recruiter at kate.bogue@gmail.com or visit us at www.gfclinic .com

Have questions on classifieds?
Call Andrea LaMonica (914) 381-0573 for more information.




