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Hospital Deaths Higher in Uninsured
Having no health insurance might have
contributed to nearly 17,000 deaths
among hospitalized U.S. children from
1988 to 2005, according to research led
by the Johns Hopkins Children’s Center.
Using more than 23 million hospital
records, the investigators compared the
risk of death in children who had insur-
ance with that of children without cov-
erage. The uninsured were 60% more
likely to die in the hospital. The in-
creased risk persisted regardless of med-
ical condition. The researchers said that
their study didn’t establish cause and
effect despite the powerful link between
coverage and mortality risk.

Many Eligible Children Not Insured

Although the number of children with-
out health insurance declined by 800,000
from 2007 to 2008, around 5 million chil-
dren are eligible today for Medicaid or the
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Children’s Health Insurance Program but
not enrolled, according to the Urban In-
stitute. Those eligible children represent
nearly two-thirds of all uninsured chil-
dren, the policy group said. Streamlining
state application and retention processes
for the public-insurance programs could
increase enrollment among these chil-
dren, the group said. For example, more
than 90% of low-income parents said
they would enroll their uninsured child if
he or she were eligible. However, half of
these parents didn’t know their child was
eligible, did not know how to apply, or
found the application process difficult.
The study also recommended that states
target outreach efforts to teenagers and
Hispanics, both of which are groups with
low enrollment rates.

Parents Oppose High-Calorie Snacks
The vast majority of parents want
schools to limit students” access to high-

calorie chips, sodas, and candy and to of-
fer them opportunities for physical ac-
tivity throughout the day, a survey by the
Alliance for a Healthier Generation
shows. In fact, more than 92% of parents
consider physical education and health
education as important as English, math,
and science lessons. Two-thirds of par-
ents said schools play a major role in in-
stilling healthy habits in children. Eight in
10 parents said they wish to help create
a healthier environment in schools. Many
said they have done so already by volun-
teering and bringing in healthy food.

Daily TV Viewing Averages 3 Hours

American children aged 2-11 are watch-
ing an average of more than 3 hours of
television each day, which represents an
8-year high, the Nielsen Co. reported.
Children aged 2-5 spend more than 32
hours a week on average in front of a TV
or computer screen. Children aged 6-11
spend a little less time in front of a
screen—about 28 hours per week in to-
tal—but they spend more time playing
video games, the TV-rating service said.
Internet use is also higher among these
older children: Nearly half of 6- to 11-
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year-olds spent time online in August,
compared with 20% of younger children.

Teen Parents Defy Stereotypes
While many Americans assume that
teenaged parents come from impover-
ished, single-parent homes, teen preg-
nancy happens across the socioeconom-
ic spectrum, according to a new analysis.
Surveys of middle- and high-school stu-
dents show that 39% of teens who had
ever given birth to or fathered a child as
a teenager were living with two biolog-
ic or adoptive parents before the birth,
the National Campaign to Prevent Teen
and Unplanned Pregnancy reported.
About 72% of teens who had either fa-
thered a child or given birth as a teenag-
er were living in households that were
above the federal poverty level. “Despite
what many may believe, teen childbear-
ing is not limited to a particular income
group or family structure, which means
that prevention efforts must be broad in
their design and reach,” Sarah Brown,
CEO of the National Campaign to
Prevent Teen and Unintended Pregnan-
cy, said in a statement.

—Jane Anderson
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CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Great Falls Clinic seeks a general pediatrician and a pediatric hospitalist (with
or without critical care). Current team consists of eight general pediatricians,
pediatric hospitalist, pediatric cardiologist, pediatric pulmonologist, neonatologist and
developmental pediatrics. Great Falls is located on the banks of the Missouri River
and surrounded by three majestic mountain ranges. Premium dry-powder skiing,
champion fly-fishing and a family-friendly community make Great Falls the perfect
place to work and play. For more information, please contact Kate Bogue, Recruiter
at kate.bogue @ gmail.com or visit us at www.gfclinic.com

CONTINUING EDUCATION

Farmington, New Mexico

Join 7 Pediatricians and 1 CPNP in
Farmington, New Mexico - San Juan
Regional Medical Center is recruiting for
a Hospital-employed position, 1 in 6 Call,
Excellent Benefits, Salary & Production
Bonus, and Retirement Plan. Contact
Terri Smith at 888-282-6591, Fax: 505-
609-6681

tsmith @ sjrmc.net
www.sanjuanregional.com
www.sjrmcdocs.com

PRACTICES FOR SALE

14th Annual Postgraduate CME Course on
Pediatric, Adolescent and Young Adult
Gynecology, Friday, March 26, 2010,
Mount Sinai Hospital, NYC 8 am - 5 pm.
Albert Altchek, MD, Course Director
Contact Jeanette.cotto@mssm.edu or
albertaltchek @aol.com

Please visit my new website at
www.albertaltchekmd.com
and check me out on twitter at
http://twitter.com/aaltchek
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California - Los Angeles

Have questions on classifieds?
Call Andrea LaMonica
(914) 381-0573
for more information.

Collects ~$800,000 on 1.5 FTE MDs

Louisiana
Collects ~$830,000, netting ~$460,000

California - San Fran Bay Area
Collects ~$430k, Beautiful coastal area

800-416-2055
@www.TransitionConsuItants.com
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Disclaimer

PEDIATRIC NEWS assumes the statements made
in classified advertisements are accurate, but can-
not investigate the statements and assumes no
responsibility or liability concerning their con-
tent. The Publisher reserves the right to decline,
withdraw, or edit advertisements. Every effort will
be made to avoid mistakes, but responsibility
cannot be accepted for clerical or printer errors.

The Osler Institute 85" to 88™

Pediatric Board Reviews
approved for AMA/PRA category 1 credit

6-day seminar with lecture-note syllabus

® Lectures with questions and answers
® Mock written exams & picture quizzes

May 16-21, 2010 — Tampa

June 25-30 —
August 20-25 —

Chicago
Philadelphia
October 1-6 — Tampa

New — Best of Pediatrics Audio
Call Today: (800) 356-7537

www.osler.org

Also available at www.elsevierhealthcareers.com
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