BY JOYCE FRIEDEN

WASHINGTON — The upcoming
ICD-10 diagnosis and procedure coding
system is more complicated than was its
predecessor, ICD-9, but it will allow for
a greater level of clinical detail and will
be better able to keep up with advances
in technology, according to several speak-
ers at a meeting sponsored by the Amer-
ican Health Information Management
Association.

“ICD-9 badly needs to be replaced,”
said Nelly Leon-Chisen, director of cod-
ing and classification at the American
Hospital Association. “It’s 30 years old,
and the terminology and classification of
some conditions are obsolete.”

There are two parts to ICD-10, for-
mally known as the International Classi-
fication of Diseases, 10th revision, which
goes into effect in the United States on
Oct. 1, 2013: ICD-10-CM, which is the
clinical modification of the World Health
Organization’s ICD-10 diagnostic coding
system; and ICD-10-PCS, an inpatient
procedural coding system developed un-
der contract to the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services.

ICD-10 “will have better data for eval-
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will provide codes for a more complete
picture,” she added, noting that the new
code set will allow health officials to be
“better able to track and respond to
global health threats.”

Because ICD-10 can more precisely
document diagnoses and procedures, it
will bring better justification of medical
necessity for billing purposes, “but not
from day 1,” said Ms. Leon-Chisen. “It
will take a little while” for people to ad-
just to the new codes. The new system
also may reduce opportunities for fraud,
she added.

Ms. Leon-Chisen outlined a few basic
differences between ICD-9 and ICD-10
diagnosis codes:

» ICD-9 codes contain 3-5 characters,
whereas ICD-10 contains 3-7 characters.
» In ICD-9 codes, the first character can
be alphabetic or numeric, but in ICD-10,
the first character is always alphabetic.
» ICD-10 codes can include the use of a
placeholder “x,” whereas ICD-9 codes
cannot.

Under the ICD-9 coding system, a pa-
tient with a pressure ulcer on the right
buttock might receive a diagnosis code of
707.05, “pressure ulcer, buttock.” Under
ICD-10, the same patient would get
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limited to breakdown of the skin.” A
pressure ulcer on the left buttock or a
more severe one including necrosis of the
bone would get a different ICD-10 code.

Sue Bowman, director of coding poli-
cy and compliance for the American
Health Information Management Asso-
ciation, noted that ICD-10-PCS can have
even more complexities. For example,
under ICD-9, there is only one code for
artery repair; under ICD-10-PCS, there
are 276 codes. However, “once you work
with it, you're struck by the logic of the
system,” she said. “It’s really not that dif-
ficult.” Under the ICD-10 code structure,
each character has a specific meaning.

Ms. Bowman pointed out some of the
differences between procedure codes un-
der the two revisions. For example, ICD-
9 procedure codes have 3-4 characters,
whereas ICD-10-PCS codes always have
7 characters. Also, all ICD-9 procedure
code characters are numeric, whereas
ICD-10-PCS code characters can each be
alphabetic or numeric; alphabetic char-
acters are not case sensitive.

Medicare officials and others are still
wrangling with when—or whether—
both ICD-9 and ICD-10 should be
“frozen”—that is, when no more new

ICD-10 Resources

Sue Bowman of the American
Health Information Management
Association recommended the
following resources for more
information on ICD-10:

National Center for Health
Statistics/CDC

www.cdc.gov/nchs/about/

otheract/icd9/abticd10.htm
Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services

www.cms.hhs.gov/ICD10
The American Hospital

Association’s ICD-10 Resource
Center

www.ahacentraloffice.com/
ahacentraloffice_app/ICD-
10/ICD-10jsp
American Health Information
Management Association
www.ahima.org/icd10

so that they will be stable while people
are making the changeover from ICD-9
to ICD-10. Both code sets are currently

uating and improving quality of care. It  L89.111, “decubitus ulcer of right buttock  codes should be added to either code set  updated annually, she said. ]
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mﬂ Academy of Urgent Care Medicine presents the |

2009 Urgent Care Conference
September 23 - 25, 2009
Coronado Bay Resort - San Diego, California

+ Apractical conference designed for the urgent care professional

+ Featuring a Business Track with information to help you manage your practice &
aClinical Track to help you manage your patients

+ Build your knowledge, review important topics, and discuss recent advances in
Urgent Care

+ Earn up to 16 Category-1 CME hours
+ Network with like-minded urgent care providers
Register TODAY! Go to www.aaucm.org and click the conference logo.

For more information about this exciting event,
please visit www.aaucm.org or call 407-521-5789.

Outstanding FP Position
in Mid-Atlantic

Join traditional private or hospi-
tal-based FP practice with top
regional medical center 1 hour
from metro. Lucrative financial
package, salary, benefits and
bonuses. Excellent call coverage.
Student Loan Assistance. Beau-
tiful Mountains, Rivers. Excep-
tional recreational activities —
white-water rafting, snow skiing,
boating, hunting, fishing. Will con-
sider j1 and h1. Brian White 1-
888-339-7444, brian@xrhs.net
fx 940/234-5315.

GEORGIA, Southeast

Georgia Emergency Associates is seeking
experienced emergency physicians to
join our group in Statesboro and Vidalia,
Georgia. Very competitive compensation.
Please visit our website www.geamba.com
to learn more about our group. Email your
CV to pbashlor@geamba.com or call 912-
691-1533 for more information.

PhysicianRecruiting.com Traditional,
Outpatient, and 4 Day Week Options.
Salaries starting at $160K; earn up-
wards of $250K near home. Call 800-
880-2028 for more information.
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Have questions on classifieds?
Call Traci Peppers
(212) 633-3766
for more information.

&) EKG Machines at Rock )
Bottom Prices!

Our machines come with a long-
termwarranty and in-office training.
Choose from the following special deals:

AT-1i: Mutti-channel EKG
whinterpretation $2,477 $1,398
AT-2i: Multi-channel EKG wiinterpretation
& full page printout $3,277 $1,856
AT-2 light: Multi-channel EKG
wiinterpretation, full page printout &
alphanumeric keyboard $3,545 $2,275
AT-2 plus: Multi-channel EKG
wiinterpretation, full page printout,
alphanumeric keyboard & EKG
waveform display $3295 $2,677

Add enirametry for €1 000
AUU oPITUITICUY 1UI @ gV

See before you buy!!

Trade-ins Welcome!!

O YEAR

WARRANTY

AT-2 plus combo, EKG
w/Spirometry pictured

Pulse Oximeters from $199 -Spirometers $350-$2500 - PC Based
EKG $1800 - Stress Test Systems $2995 - PC Based Holter
System $2900 - Ambulatory BP Monitors - Vital Signs Monitors
from $300 - Dopplers from $395 - Refurbished Ultrasounds

Call for on-site demonstration or more info!

877-646-3300- www.medicaldevicedepot.com
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