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By all appearances, we have
reached a plateau in our attack
on heart disease, and the recent

meeting of the American Heart Asso-
ciation in Dallas provided ample evi-
dence of this.

Numerous presenta-
tions and clinical trials
were reported at the
meeting, and some are in-
cluded in this issue of
CARDIOLOGY NEWS. But
the findings reported
have not moved us very
far forward. Clinical trials
spanning a variety of tar-
gets failed to show any
significant benefits. Much
of what was reported
compared one drug or
device with another, with an eye to safe-
ty rather than showing any improve-
ment in mortality or morbidity.

In many cases, investigators exam-
ined new stents and antithrombotic
drugs, but provided no reason to devi-
ate from current practice. Some studies
suggested that one stent might be bet-
ter than another, but were often con-
ducted in differing patient populations,
which modulated most of the observed
benefits and negated the differences.

In the device area, a variety of new
techniques directed at improving the
marginal benefits of ablation therapy

for atrial fibrillation were reported.
Several studies focused on trying to
identify those patients who benefit the
most from biventricular pacing.

More surprisingly, the results of the
Multicenter Automatic
Defibrillator Implantation
Trial II (MADIT II) indi-
cated that heart failure
mortality increased signif-
icantly after a single dis-
charge of the defibrilla-
tor. These observations
suggested that the MA-
DIT II patients were trad-
ing sudden death for pro-
gressive heart failure.
There was no ready ex-
planation for these obser-
vations, which generated

considerable discussion among atten-
dees about the trade-off.

The results of two clinical trials with
levosimendan, a calcium-sensitizing
drug for heart failure that is available in
Europe but not approved in the United
States, were also reported. Although pa-
tients seemed to experience improve-
ment in symptoms acutely, morbidity
and mortality were not significantly
improved. It seems that current heart
failure therapy with intravenous in-
otropic drugs supports patients through
the acute episode, only to expose them
to repeat and progressive failure. The

cost of this support is further myocar-
dial damage. It is becoming clear that
there is a need for drugs that will im-
prove cardiac function without causing
cell damage in the setting of acute heart
failure, a syndrome that is drawing in-
creasing interest from investigators.

In the area of lipid therapy, fenofi-
brate was studied in patients with type
2 diabetes. There was a significant de-
crease in nonfatal MIs, but also a non-
significant increase in total mortality.

With some certainty, our major ther-
apeutic tools have stood the test of ex-
amination during the last year, but they
have not provided a window to any
new therapies. It seems that we have
lowered cardiac mortality to a level
that might make it difficult to demon-
strate drug benefit.

Perhaps these observations will be-
come more pertinent to the future of
cardiology as costs and reimburse-
ments begin to play an even greater
role in our decision making. It is pos-
sible that we may be pricing ourselves
out of the market as the numbers in
our uninsured population burgeon. ■
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CARDIOLOGY NEWS, is professor of
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A Lull in the War on Heart Disease

2 News C A R D I O L O G Y N E W S •  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 5

Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.GENERAL ----------------------------------------File Options:     Compatibility: PDF 1.2     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes     Embed Thumbnails: No     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually     Distill From Page: 1     Distill To Page: All Pages     Binding: Left     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] PointCOMPRESSION ----------------------------------------Color Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 13 /Columns 199 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 250 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitGrayscale Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: << /Blend 1 /Colors 1 /Resync 5 /Columns 75 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 84 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitMonochrome Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi     Compression: Yes     Compression Type: CCITT     CCITT Group: << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     Anti-Alias To Gray: No     Compress Text and Line Art: YesFONTS ----------------------------------------     Embed All Fonts: Yes     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %     When Embedding Fails: Warn and ContinueEmbedding:     Always Embed: [ ]     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]COLOR ----------------------------------------Color Management Policies:     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB     Intent: DefaultWorking Spaces:     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2Device-Dependent Data:     Preserve Overprint Settings: No     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No     Transfer Functions: Preserve     Preserve Halftone Information: YesADVANCED ----------------------------------------Options:     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes     ASCII Format: NoDocument Structuring Conventions (DSC):     Process DSC Comments: Yes     Log DSC Warnings: No     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No     Preserve OPI Comments: No     Preserve Document Information From DSC: NoOTHERS ----------------------------------------     Distiller Core Version: 4050     Use ZIP Compression: Yes     Deactivate Optimization: No     Image Memory: 524288 Byte     Anti-Alias Color Images: No     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------IMPRESSED GmbHBahrenfelder Chaussee 4922761 Hamburg, GermanyTel. +49 40 897189-0Fax +49 40 897189-71Email: info@impressed.deWeb: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<     /ColorSettingsFile ()     /LockDistillerParams false     /DetectBlends true     /ParseDSCComments true     /DoThumbnails false     /AntiAliasMonoImages false     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average     /MaxSubsetPct 100     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]     /ColorImageResolution 150     /UsePrologue true     /ColorImageDepth -1     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /PreserveOverprintSettings false     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove     /EmitDSCWarnings false     /CreateJobTicket false     /DownsampleMonoImages true     /DownsampleColorImages true     /MonoImageDict << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)     /MonoImageDepth -1     /PreserveEPSInfo false     /AutoFilterGrayImages true     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /Colors 1 /Resync 5 /Columns 75 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 84 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /SubsetFonts true     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage     /ASCII85EncodePages false     /PreserveCopyPage true     /EncodeMonoImages true     /PreserveOPIComments false     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /AntiAliasGrayImages false     /GrayImageDepth -1     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning     /EndPage -1     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /EncodeColorImages true     /EncodeGrayImages true     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 13 /Columns 199 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 250 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /Optimize true     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true     /MonoImageResolution 300     /GrayImageResolution 150     /AutoFilterColorImages true     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]     /ImageMemory 524288     /OPM 1     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default     /EmbedAllFonts true     /StartPage 1     /DownsampleGrayImages true     /AntiAliasColorImages false     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true     /CompressPages true     /Binding /Left>> setdistillerparams<<     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]>> setpagedevice


