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I N D E X O F A D V E R T I S E R S

HHS Raises Concerns About Drug Importation
B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

Senior Writer

Alimited commercial program to im-
port drugs from Canada is feasible
but would result in limited savings

for consumers, members of a government
task force on drug importation said at a
press briefing sponsored by the Health and
Human Services Department.

The HHS-convened task force dismissed
the idea of personal importation of drugs
from other countries as being extraordi-
narily difficult and costly to implement
safely. It could cost as much as $3 billion
a year to regulate personal importation,
according to a letter sent to congression-
al leaders from the secretaries of HHS and
the Commerce Department. 

“Any plan to permit importation must
be limited to commercial importation of
a discrete number of high-volume, high-
cost prescription drugs from a country
with equivalent drug safety protections,”
according to the secretaries. “These
drugs must have the same level of safe-
ty and effectiveness as FDA-approved
products.” 

In the letter, Bush administration offi-
cials outlined the requirements of such
a system. It should require drug pedi-
grees, limit ports of entry and distribu-
tion channels, and allow commercial im-
portation only from licensed foreign
wholesalers to authorized sellers in the
United States. 

A commercial program would have to
be limited to those prescription drugs that
are mostly likely to yield savings, such as
a high-volume drug without a U.S.-ap-
proved generic. The administration is also
asking Congress to exclude drugs or class-
es of drugs that could pose increased safe-

ty risks in an importation program, such
as controlled substances or drugs that re-
quire refrigeration during shipping. And
the program must avoid “anticompetitive
provisions” including “forced sale” claus-
es and other types of price controls. 

If Congress passes legislation that sti-
fles competition or fails to address safe-
ty concerns, the letter warns that the
president’s senior advisors will recom-
mend a veto.

None of the legislation previously in-
troduced in Congress would meet this
criteria since most of it deals with personal
importation of drugs, a senior adminis-
tration official said in a teleconference an-
nouncing the release of the report.

The American Medical Association re-
cently took a similar position on drug im-
portation. The AMA supports importation
of prescription drugs by wholesalers and
pharmacies, provided the drugs have been
FDA approved and are part of a closed dis-
tribution chain. The AMA does not sup-
port personal importation via the Internet
until patient safety can be assured.

“Patient safety must remain the over-
riding concern as we work to make pre-
scription drugs more available and afford-
able for patients. Patients must be
protected from unapproved drugs that
could be unsafe, expired, counterfeit, adul-
terated, misbranded, or inappropriately
labeled,” AMA Trustee Edward L.
Langston, M.D., said in a statement. 

But Sen. Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.), a lead-
ing proponent of the importation of drugs
from other countries, said he never had
much confidence that the HHS study
would be objective and plans to introduce
reimportation legislation.

“Millions of Americans obtain prescrip-
tion medicines from Canada and other

countries every year and do so safety,” Sen.
Dorgan said in a statement. “The federal
government itself is buying flu vaccine
from abroad right now. The only thing en-
dangered by allowing Americans access to
lower priced FDA-approved medicines
from abroad is the incredibly large profits
of the drug companies who overprice
their medicines in our market.” 

The HHS task force was formed early
in 2004 to address questions posed by

Congress in the Medicare Modernization
Act. The law includes a provision that
would allow the importation of prescrip-
tion drugs from Canada if the HHS sec-
retary certifies that the drugs pose no ad-
ditional risk to public health and safety
and would offer significant savings to U.S.
consumers. ■

The HHS Task Force report is available

online at www.hhs.gov/importtaskforce. 
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PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES LABORATORIES

SLIDE PREPARATIONS
North Bay Histology Lab, Inc. offers slide preparations for only $5.00 per H/E*.
2nd Opinion interpretation at $23.00 per case. All supplies are free. Our turnaround time
is 24 hours. All supplies and shipment of specimens/slides are free .

*Please call (415) 883-2510 for details; some restrictions apply.

LOW-COST SLIDE PREPARATION
Borsting Laboratories, Inc. is a Histopathology Laboratory that has been processing dermato-
logical specimens for more than 40 years. We are currently serving several hundred dermatol-
ogists throughout the United States. All supplies are free and we offer next day delivery via DHL
Express at no charge to your clinic. Our turnaround time is less than 24 hours.

Borsting Laboratories also offers low-cost dermatopathological interpretation by Leon M.
Edelstein, M.D., FASCP. All the microscopic interpretations will be called and faxed to your
office.

We provide the highest quality slides while maintaining the lowest cost per H/E slide and
special stain than any other laboratory.

PS. For a price list and our free Mailing Kit, call our Toll - Free line at (866) 883-
5077.
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Are you a BC/BE General Dermatologist? Join a dermatology practice within a large multi-
specialty group serving patients in the Denver/Boulder metro area. The Colorado Permanente
Medical Group offers a stable practice environment, competitive base salary, enviable benefits,
and excellent physician colleagues. Denver/Boulder offers spectacular outdoor activities and cli-
mate, as well as all the cosmopolitan amenities. The sun shines at least 300 days a year. If you
are interested in finding out more about our opportunity please contact:

Eileen Jones-Charlett at 303-344-7838
or fax your C.V. to 303-344-7818.

Denver/Colorado


