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Continuous Glucose Monitor
The Food and Drug Administration has ap-
proved a device that measures glucose for
up to 7 days in people with diabetes. The
STS-7 Continuous Glucose Monitoring
System includes a subcutaneous, patient-
insertable sensor that wirelessly transmits
glucose readings to a handheld receiver,
providing real-time measurements and
trend information. Sensor placement caus-
es minimal discomfort. The sensor must be
replaced weekly. For more information,
contact DexCom Inc., by calling 858-200-
0200 or visiting www.dexcom.com.

Office Diagnostic Lab Analyzer
The Data Pro Plus is a compact, automat-
ed benchtop analyzer designed for routine
diagnostic laboratory use in physician of-
fices. It has a throughput of up to 230 tests
per hour, onboard reagent management,
and unlimited storage capacity for patient
and control data. For more information,
contact Thermo Scientific at 800-588-9115.

Coverlets for Breast-Feeding in Public
Bébé au Lait nursing coverlets are available
for women who prefer to cover up when
they breast-feed in public. The covers fea-
ture a patented rigid neckline that allows
mother and child to see each other. They
cost $35, are made of European fabrics,
and are available at upscale baby and ma-
ternity boutiques. For more information,
visit www.bebeaulait.com.

Tissue Expander Helps Healing
The DermaClose RC Continuous External
Tissue Expander facilitates the closure of
large wounds by expanding the skin sur-
rounding the wound until it can be su-
tured. The device has 10 skin anchors and
a tension controller to prevent overtight-
ening. In most cases, the wound can be su-
tured within 24 hours, which results in
lowering both the costs and risks associ-
ated with wound healing. For more infor-
mation or to order the product, visit
www.woundcaretech.com.

F Y I
Public Diabetes Prevention Initiative
The American Diabetes Association
(ADA) has launched CheckUpAmerica,
which is aimed at people who are at risk
of type 2 diabetes and heart disease.
The initiative encourages people older
than 40 years to have regular checkups
and take steps to reduce their risk. The
program includes a nationwide radio
media tour by Dr. John Buse of the
ADA. An online personal assessment
tool will be available later this year. For
more information, visit the ADA’s Web
site, www.CheckUpAmerica.org.

benefits. It supersedes the draft guidance
“FDA’s ‘Drug Watch’ for Emerging Drug
Safety Information” and is available at
www.fda.gov/cder/guidance/7477fnl.htm. 

Quality Reporting Answers Online
More than 50 frequently asked questions
about the Physician Quality Reporting
Initiative are available on the Web site of
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid
Services. Visit www.cms.hhs.gov/PQRI
and scroll down to the “Related Links In-
side CMS” section. Click on the “All PQRI
FAQs” link to access the list. 

FDA Guidance on Drug Safety
A new guidance document from the Food
and Drug Administration, “Drug Safety In-
formation—FDA’s Communication to the
Public” facilitates patient and provider ac-
cess to information about a drug’s risks and

Doctor-Patient Partnering Guide
The American Medical Association and
the American Association of Retired Per-
sons have produced a free pamphlet that
outlines shared responsibilities with a goal
to improve patient safety by encouraging
patients to be partners with physicians in
managing their health. For more infor-
mation, contact the AMA by visiting
www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/up
load/mm/370/amaaarpmessage.pdf.




