
Improved diagnostic performance1 plus increased HSIL detection with the ThinPrep Pap Test2 provide a higher level of certainty

Increased accuracy with improved sensitivity* and specificity** vs. manual ThinPrep screening for a further reduction in false negatives1

Dual screening that combines expert human review with an imaging system for greater diagnostic confidence1

Clear, easy-to-read slides using a trusted processing technology for consistent, reproducible results3 – just collect specimen as you do now

* Based on a cut-off point of ASC-US+          ** Based on a cut-off point of HSIL+

1. Improved diagnostic performance and greater accuracy are based on a statistically significant improvement in sensitivity for ASC-US+ and a statistically significant improvement for HSIL+ from the ThinPrep
Imaging System clinical trial. Reference: ThinPrep Imaging System Operation Summary and Clinical Information. 2. ThinPrep Pap Test Package Insert. 3. Hutchinson ML, Isenstein LM, Goodman A, et al.
Homogeneous sampling accounts for the increased accuracy using the ThinPrep Processor. Am J Clin Pathol. 1994;101;215-219.
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Contraceptive Patch Lawsuit
Ten women filed a lawsuit against the mak-
ers of the Ortho Evra contraceptive patch,
alleging they were not adequately warned
of the product’s risks. The plaintiffs said
they experienced blood clots after using the
patch. The lawsuit, which was filed in New
Jersey last month, claims Johnson & John-
son; Johnson & Johnson Pharmaceutical
Research and Development LLC; and Or-
tho-McNeil Pharmaceutical Inc. “negli-
gently designed, manufactured, marketed,
advertised, and sold the Ortho Evra con-
traceptive patch by misrepresenting its safe-
ty, and failing to adequately warn of its
risks.” The plaintiffs are seeking compen-
satory and punitive damages. The compa-
ny said it had not received a copy of the
charges and therefore could not comment,
said Ortho-McNeil spokesman Michael J.
Beckerich. However, he said when used as
labeled Ortho Evra is a “safe and effective
birth control choice for many women” and
the types of adverse event reports that
have been received for the patch are “con-
sistent with the health risks of other hor-
monal birth control methods and the Or-
tho Evra product label.”

EC Web sites
Women need more information about
emergency contraception (EC), accord-
ing to articles in the July and August issues
of the journal, Contraception. The article
in the July issue examined usage of an
English-language EC Web site by looking
at e-mail queries received from July 1999
to June 2004. The second study, published
in August, looked at an Arabic-language
version of the Web site by analyzing user
profiles and use patterns from June 1,
2003 to Dec. 31, 2004. Analyses of ques-
tions posed on an English-language Web
site shows users are concerned about is-
sues such as bleeding after EC use and
whether EC use will prevent pregnancy if
they engage in intercourse shortly after
treatment. Users of the Arabic-language
site also were interested in information
about bleeding after use and in Web sites
designed for an Arabic-speaking audience. 

No More Caps in Wisconsin
The Wisconsin Supreme Court’s deci-
sion to remove a 30-year-old cap on
noneconomic damages in malpractice
cases will have a devastating effect on
physicians and patients, according to the
American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists. The court held that the
cap, currently set at $445,775, was “un-
constitutional beyond a reasonable
doubt.” The cap had for the most part
protected the state from the “medical li-
ability insurance crisis sweeping the coun-
try,” ACOG President-Elect Douglas W.
Laube, M.D., said in a statement. In 2004,
Wisconsin ob.gyns. paid slightly more
than $23,000 a year for their medical lia-
bility insurance compared with their col-
leagues in parts of Illinois, where annual
premiums for ob.gyns. are more than
$230,000, according to ACOG. Wisconsin
medical groups are concerned that the
decision “will force a wave of doctors to
retire early or stop performing high-risk
procedures,” said Susan Turney, M.D.,
chief executive officer of the Wisconsin
Medical Society.

Tracking Birth Defects
The states and the federal government
should devote more resources to birth de-
fect surveillance systems and autism reg-
istries, according to a new report from the
nonprofit group Trust for America’s
Health. While 47 states and territories are
operating or actively planning birth defect
surveillance programs, only 15 of the pro-
grams receive some financial support from
the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, though technical assistance is
available to all programs through the CDC.
The report also calls on officials to link ex-

isting data systems such as vital records,
birth defects surveillance systems, new-
born screening programs, immunization
registries, educational data, and nation-
wide health tracking. The report is avail-
able online at www.healthyamericans.org. 

Legislating Reproductive Health
A number of states have enacted laws ad-
dressing access to reproductive health ser-
vices, according to an analysis by the Alan
Guttmacher Institute. Since January, 17
states have enacted 23 laws that the group
characterized as aiming to limit access to
such services. These measures include
mandating parental involvement for, or re-

porting of, minors’ abortions; requiring
that women seeking abortion receive
counseling 24 hours before undergoing
the procedure; and directing that women
seeking an abortion be told that a fetus can
feel pain after 20 weeks’ gestation. But 14
states also have enacted measures that the
Institute termed “positive” for women’s
access. The measures include protecting
access to abortion clinics, permitting
pharmacists to dispense emergency con-
traception, mandating insurance cover-
age of contraceptives, expanding Medicaid
eligibility for family planning, and funding
research involving embryonic stem cells. 

—Mary Ellen Schneider

P O L I C Y &  P R A C T I C E

Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.GENERAL ----------------------------------------File Options:     Compatibility: PDF 1.2     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes     Embed Thumbnails: No     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually     Distill From Page: 1     Distill To Page: All Pages     Binding: Left     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] PointCOMPRESSION ----------------------------------------Color Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: Low     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitGrayscale Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: Low     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitMonochrome Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi     Compression: Yes     Compression Type: CCITT     CCITT Group: << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     Anti-Alias To Gray: No     Compress Text and Line Art: YesFONTS ----------------------------------------     Embed All Fonts: Yes     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %     When Embedding Fails: Warn and ContinueEmbedding:     Always Embed: [ ]     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]COLOR ----------------------------------------Color Management Policies:     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB     Intent: DefaultWorking Spaces:     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2Device-Dependent Data:     Preserve Overprint Settings: No     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No     Transfer Functions: Preserve     Preserve Halftone Information: YesADVANCED ----------------------------------------Options:     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes     ASCII Format: NoDocument Structuring Conventions (DSC):     Process DSC Comments: Yes     Log DSC Warnings: No     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No     Preserve OPI Comments: No     Preserve Document Information From DSC: NoOTHERS ----------------------------------------     Distiller Core Version: 4050     Use ZIP Compression: Yes     Deactivate Optimization: No     Image Memory: 524288 Byte     Anti-Alias Color Images: No     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------IMPRESSED GmbHBahrenfelder Chaussee 4922761 Hamburg, GermanyTel. +49 40 897189-0Fax +49 40 897189-71Email: info@impressed.deWeb: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<     /ColorSettingsFile ()     /LockDistillerParams false     /DetectBlends true     /ParseDSCComments true     /DoThumbnails false     /AntiAliasMonoImages false     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average     /MaxSubsetPct 100     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]     /ColorImageResolution 150     /UsePrologue true     /ColorImageDepth -1     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /PreserveOverprintSettings false     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove     /EmitDSCWarnings false     /CreateJobTicket false     /DownsampleMonoImages true     /DownsampleColorImages true     /MonoImageDict << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)     /MonoImageDepth -1     /PreserveEPSInfo false     /AutoFilterGrayImages true     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /SubsetFonts true     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage     /ASCII85EncodePages false     /PreserveCopyPage true     /EncodeMonoImages true     /PreserveOPIComments false     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /AntiAliasGrayImages false     /GrayImageDepth -1     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning     /EndPage -1     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /EncodeColorImages true     /EncodeGrayImages true     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /Optimize true     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true     /MonoImageResolution 300     /GrayImageResolution 150     /AutoFilterColorImages true     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]     /ImageMemory 524288     /OPM 1     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default     /EmbedAllFonts true     /StartPage 1     /DownsampleGrayImages true     /AntiAliasColorImages false     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true     /CompressPages true     /Binding /Left>> setdistillerparams<<     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]>> setpagedevice


