
Improved diagnostic performance1 plus increased HSIL detection with the ThinPrep Pap Test2 provide a higher level of certainty

Increased accuracy with improved sensitivity* and specificity** vs. manual ThinPrep screening for a further reduction in false negatives1

Dual screening that combines expert human review with an imaging system for greater diagnostic confidence1

Clear, easy-to-read slides using a trusted processing technology for consistent, reproducible results3 – just collect specimen as you do now

* Based on a cut-off point of ASC-US+          ** Based on a cut-off point of HSIL+

1. Improved diagnostic performance and greater accuracy are based on a statistically significant improvement in sensitivity for ASC-US+ and a statistically significant improvement for HSIL+ from the ThinPrep
Imaging System clinical trial. Reference: ThinPrep Imaging System Operation Summary and Clinical Information. 2. ThinPrep Pap Test Package Insert. 3. Hutchinson ML, Isenstein LM, Goodman A, et al.
Homogeneous sampling accounts for the increased accuracy using the ThinPrep Processor. Am J Clin Pathol. 1994;101;215-219.
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DIV May Underlie Chronic Vaginal Symptoms
B Y  S H A R O N  W O R C E S T E R

Southeast  Bureau

C H A R L E S T O N ,  S . C .  —  Desquama-
tive inflammatory vaginitis has been di-
agnosed as often as bacterial vaginosis in
an ongoing study of women presenting
with chronic vaginal symptoms, Paul
Nyirjesy, M.D., reported at the annual
meeting of the Infectious Diseases Society
for Obstetrics and Gynecology.

In 200 women referred to a tertiary care

vaginitis center and enrolled in the study
thus far, 251 diagnoses were made; many
patients had more than one diagnosis. 

Contact dermatitis was the most com-
mon diagnosis, occurring in 17% of pa-
tients, followed by recurrent vulvovaginal
candidiasis (16% of patients), atrophic
vaginitis (12% of patients), vulvar vestibu-
litis syndrome (10% of patients), physio-
logic leukorrhea (7% of patients), desqua-
mative inflammatory vaginitis (DIV) (6%
of patients), and recurrent bacterial vagi-

nosis (5% of patients). The remaining pa-
tients were diagnosed with a number of
other conditions, said Dr. Nyirjesy of
Drexel University, Philadelphia.

The patients were grouped into diag-
nostic categories that best described the
primary cause of their symptoms. A num-
ber of differences in demographics, symp-
toms, and effect on quality of life were ob-
served among these diagnostic groups.

For example, those in the vulvar vestibu-
litis group were younger and were the

least likely to have completed college.
That group also had the least number of
patients who were pregnant or who had
children, Dr. Nyirjesy said.

The DIV group had the highest pro-
portion with an annual income of more
than $60,000 and were the least likely to
still be menstruating.

In terms of symptoms, patients in the
leukorrhea group were most likely to com-
plain about odor and discharge (the DIV
patients had the second highest number of
complaints about discharge, with 75% re-
porting this symptom), and those in the
candidiasis group complained the most
about itching and burning symptoms.

More than 60% of the patients in the
study had experienced symptoms for more
than a year, Dr. Nyirjesy noted.

Patients in all groups said their condi-
tion had affect-
ed their social
and work lives.
The DIV group
was the least af-
fected in this re-
gard, but in all
groups, 50% or
more said they
had no or low
sexual desire.

Pain scores
were highest in
the candidiasis
and “other”
groups, but the

vulvar vestibulitis group had the highest
score for pain during sexual intercourse (77
on a scale of 100).

Also, a substantial number in some di-
agnostic groups reported a pain syndrome,
such as fibromyalgia, interstitial cystitis, or
migraine headaches. Except for the leuko-
rrhea group, which had the fewest patients
with a pain syndrome, and the DIV group,
which had a 25% rate of pain syndromes,
the rates were in the 45%-50% range, which
is twice as high as the rate of these syn-
dromes in the general population, he said.

“Women with chronic vaginitis have a
variety of diagnoses ... and DIV, which is
a condition that most gynecologists have
never heard of, is about as common as bac-
terial vaginosis,” Dr. Nyirjesy said, noting
that all of the diagnoses have a substantial
impact on quality of life.

As the study database grows and more
longitudinal data are obtained, more will
be learned about chronic vaginitis, co-
morbidities, and treatment, he added. ■

In an ongoing
study of 200
women with
chronic vaginitis,
desquamative
inflammatory
vaginosis is about
as common as
bacterial
vaginosis. 
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‘There’s no doubt that

Hurricane Katrina has

made it necessary to

provide additional resources

for the Medicaid program,

and we’re going to do that

apart from reconciliation’

in the relief package.

U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley, p. 22
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