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Count on a broad range of protection 

● 78% efficacy against all severities of pertussis: 
≥1 day of laboratory-confirmed pertussis3,4

● 85% efficacy against severe/WHO‡-defined pertussis: 
≥21 days of consecutive paroxysmal cough with culture or 
serologic confirmation or contact with a confirmed case3,5

To order DAPTACEL vaccine, 
log onto 

www.vaccineshoppe.com
or call 1-800-VACCINE

(1-800-822-2463). 

Please visit www.DAPTACEL.com

*DTaP = Diphtheria, tetanus, and acellular pertussis; †CPT is a registered trademark of the 
American Medical Association; ‡WHO = World Health Organization. 
DAPTACEL vaccine is manufactured by Sanofi Pasteur Limited and distributed by Sanofi Pasteur Inc. 

CPT®† Code: 90700

Protects Against All 
Severities of Pertussis 
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Few Physicians Screen for Postpartum Depression
B Y  H E I D I  S P L E T E

Senior Writer

WA S H I N G T O N —  Only 9% of 276
physicians surveyed use standardized
screening measures to assess patients for
postpartum depression, reported Randy
Fingerhut, Ph.D., in a poster presented at
the annual meeting of the Association for
Behavioral and Cognitive Therapies.

Previous studies have shown that as
many as 50% of all cases of postpartum de-

pression remain undetected by physicians,
wrote Dr. Fingerhut and his colleagues at
La Salle University in Philadelphia.

The study included 95 obstetricians and
181 pediatricians based in Pennsylvania. 

Overall, 77% of obstetricians reported
screening patients for postpartum depres-
sion prenatally, and 93% screened postna-
tally. By contrast, only 47% of pediatri-
cians reported assessing mothers for
postpartum depression. 

The physicians completed the Postpar-

tum Depression Survey, which asks
true/false questions about postpartum
depression, and the Postpartum Screening
and Assessment Questionnaire, which in-
cludes questions about physician proce-
dures for handling cases of postpartum
depression.

A slight majority (58%) of the physicians
estimated that 0%-10% of their patients
experienced postpartum depression,
which is lower than the 10%-20% shown
in previous studies. This discrepancy may

be attributable to the infrequent use of a
standard screening method, the investiga-
tors noted. The physicians reported a
range of interventions, including medica-
tion and psychotherapy, and most believed
that medication was superior to psy-
chotherapy for postpartum depression.

Although only 11% of the physicians
considered themselves to be “extremely
knowledgeable” about postpartum de-
pression, 87% said they were interested in
learning more about the condition. ■
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