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Report Stirs Debate on Market in Human Organs

BY TODD ZWILLICH
Contributing Writer

WASHINGTON — A recent report from
the National Academy of Sciences” In-
stitute of Medicine has helped fuel de-
bate on what can be done to resolve the
nation’s worsening shortage of donated
organs.

The report, written by a panel of re-
spected experts, suggested intensified ef-
forts to boost Americans’ flagging altruis-
tic instincts and called for more research
into how to improve the existing organ do-
nation system.

Institute of Medicine (IOM) advisers
also called for revised resuscitation stan-
dards to increase the chances that organs
of brain-dead trauma victims could be pre-
served for transplant.

Furthermore, they encouraged author-
ities to experiment with a new cardiac
standard of death, in the hopes that it
could roughly double the number of avail-
able grafts culled from patients who do-
nate after being declared brain-dead.

Such a standard could allow up to 22,000
donations per year from patients in per-
manent vegetative states or comas, said
Dr. James E. Childress, a professor of med-
ical ethics at the University of Virginia and
chair of the IOM panel.

But for some ethicists, the report was
more noteworthy
for what it did not
recommend. The
IOM panel avoided
a host of more con-
troversial  policies
that some ethicists
say are needed in
light of the thou-
sands of Americans
who die each year
while languishing on transplant waiting
lists.

“This report could be said in many ways
[to be] a conservative report,” Dr. Chil-
dress told members of the President’s
Council on Bioethics at a recent council
meeting.

The IOM panel recommended against

‘We simply can’t ignore the
fact that the sellers are
going to be the poor,
predominantly. Most well-
off people are not going to
sell their organs. ...

what some members of the President’s
Council support: Allowing the buying and
selling of human organs from live donors,
in the hopes that market forces move sup-
ply nearer to demand.

Some ethicists acknowledge that allow-
ing an organ market is a radical solution,
fraught with the eth-
ical pitfalls inherent
in  commodifying
body parts.

But they see the
benefit as outweigh-
ing the risk of death
for the 92,400 Ameri-
cans currently on the
United Network for
Organ Sharing
(UNOS) waiting list. Meanwhile, the num-
ber of Americans with end-stage renal
disease is expected to double to nearly
650,000 by 2015.

A vocal group of free-market advocates
sees it differently. Dr. Benjamin Hippen, a
nephrologist at Carolinas Medical Center
in Charlotte, N.C., argues that a regulat-

ed market in human organs would boost
the supply of viable kidneys, while doing
away with a dangerous international black
market.

Dr. Hippen, an at-large member of the
UNOS board, rejects the idea that a legal
organ market is a necessary evil.

“Mine is not an argument that the ends
justify the means; mine is an argument
that the means themselves do not warrant
legal prohibition,” he told the bioethics
council.

Meanwhile, others continue to caution
that financial incentives would exploit
low-income individuals desperate to sell
organs out of economic need.

“We simply can’t ignore the fact that the
sellers are going to be the poor, predomi-
nantly. Most well-off people are not going
to sell their organs as a way to buy a third
car,” said Eric Cohen of the Ethics and
Public Policy Center, a conservative think
tank in Washington.

The President’s Council on Bioethics is
not expected to issue its recommenda-
tions for organ donation until the fall. =
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SUBURBAN PHOENIX

Private ob/gyn practice seeks BE/BC ob/gyn
to join progressive practice. Well estab-
lished referral base. Level Il and Level llI
hospitals. Competitive salary & benefits with
bonus and partnership opportunity after 24
months. Great weather, hospitals and at-
mosphere. Contact Sharon Jones at
sjones @todayswomenshealthaz.com or fax
(480) 963-0621.

IOWA METRO

Join 35 yr old women’s health center in
beautiful 3 yr old state-of-the-art office
building associated with 422 bed hospital
system doing 2500 annual deliveries with
level Il '/, 22 bed NICU in metro area of
400,000 pop. 1-3 call. $200-240k salary,
bonus and benefits. OBGYN SEARCH
800-831-5475 Fax 314-984-8246.

E/m: obgynsrch@aol.com
www.obgynpractices.com
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OB/GYN Board Review

*Specializing in written and oral exams
*Exam-focused: DRAMATICALLY
reduces study time

*Seasoned faculty with the ‘inside scoop’
*Timely tips from experts on written and oral exam prep

Course Director, Krishna Das, M.D. FACOG

Call toll free 1-866-TOP-REVIEW [1867-7384) www.mastersboardreview.com

2006 Schedule
May 10-14
Sep 27-Oct 1
Baltimore
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If you’re a medical doctor - Watch out!

You are a target for lawsuits & snooping into your private matters!
Protect your life savings and bank accounts from lawsuits, divorces and clandestine snooping.
Get affordable help from a Harvard J.D.
www.worldwideprivacy.com

1-866-867-7501 to receive free information.

SAVE UP TO 50%
IN TOP QUALITY INSTRUMENTS

We have a huge inventory including:
Rotating Biopsy Punch.............. $254.00
Spring Handle Biopsy Punch ...... $162.50
Bozeman Uterine Forceps Cvd.... $ 22.50
Sims Uterine Sound ................. $16.25

10% Discount when you mention this ad
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Call today for a FREE catalog:

HNM STAINLESS
Toll Free 1.866.291.8498
www.hnmstainless.com

GYNECOLOGY
PRACTICE FOR SALE

Well established, highly respected Gyne-
cology Practice including busy surgical com-
ponent for sale by retiring physician who will
remain for a negotiated time for smooth tran-
sition. Income guarantee available (Annual
gross revenues exceed $650K.)

Great OB opportunity, if desired, could sig-
nificantly increase gross income. Superb
growth potential in highly desirable, upper
socio-economic, fast growing community
north of Houston.

HMNM Excell_e_nt schoo_ls, recreational e_md cultural
info@hnmstainless.com : amenities provide wonderful lifestyle for
Physician and family.
CONTACT: obgyn@oplink.net or call
281.684.0313
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CAN MLLEGT DISABILITY INCOME BENEFITS?

Our law firm represents medical and business

professionals who are either preparing to file or have
been denied benefits under their disability insurance

policy. Established in 1979, our litigation experience
and disability claim handling knowledge has allowed
us to help our clients receive disability benefits. Visit

our website at www.diAttorney.com or call to learn
how we can help you with your disability claim.

DELLeSCHAEFER

ATTORNEYS REPRESENTING YOUR FUTURE

The hiring of an attorney is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before y.

FREE PHONE CONSULTATION

800-797-7091

REPRESENTING CLIENTS NATIONWIDE

free information about our qualfications e. Main off






