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West Nile Virus Cases on the Rise, CDC Reports

BY ROBIN SEATON JEFFERSON
Contributing Writer

alifornia reported one-third of the
‘ 2005 U.S. total of West Nile virus

cases through December 1 and
25% of the cases of the viral neuroinvasive
disease, the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention reported.

A total of 2,744 human cases of West Nile
virus (WNV) disease were reported in 42
states in 2005, compared with 2,359 in 2004.
There was a spread of the disease in both
humans and animals into counties not pre-
viously affected, as well as recurrence where
the disease had previously been reported.
“The increase ... suggests that endemic

Better Flu
Vaccine Coverage
Warranted

ne hundred fifty-three laboratory-
Oconfirmed influenza-associated
deaths in children were reported during
the 2003-2004 influenza season; this num-
ber may exceed childhood mortality asso-
ciated with other vaccine-preventable dis-
eases in the United States.

Dr. Niranjan Bhat and Jennifer G.
Wright, D.VM., and their associates at
the National Center for Infectious Dis-
eases, Atlanta, reported that high priority
should be given to improvements in in-
fluenza-vaccine coverage and in the early
diagnosis and treatment of influenza to re-
duce childhood mortality from influenza
(N. Engl. J. Med. 2005;353:2559-67).

In the study, mortality was highest
among children younger than 6 months
and next highest among those 6-23
months of age.

Forty state health departments report-
ed 153 influenza-associated deaths with a
median age of 3 years between Oct. 11,
2003, and April 13, 2004.

Of 149 children for whom information
was available, 33% had an underlying con-
dition known to increase the risk of in-
fluenza-related complications, 20% had
other chronic conditions, and 47% had
previously been healthy.

One-third of the deaths occurred when
chronic neurologic or neuromuscular con-
ditions were present. These have not pre-
viously been considered a risk for compli-
cations, but compromised respiratory
function or handling of respiratory secre-
tions might be worth considering in terms
of vaccination in some of the disorders
identified in this study, the researchers said.

Of the 111 children whose influenza-vac-
cination status was available, 16% had re-
ceived at least one dose of vaccine during
the season.

The researchers reported that only 8 of
the 18 children who had received at least
one dose during the season had documen-
tation of full vaccination during that sea-
son; 5 had been vaccinated in a previous
season, and 3 were older than 9 years.

—Robhin Seaton Jefferson

transmission of WNV in the United States
will continue for the foreseeable future,” the
CDC said (MMWR 2005;54:1253-6).

WNV infections in humans, birds, mos-
quitoes, and nonhuman mammals are re-
ported to the CDC through ArboNET, an
Internet-based arbovirus surveillance sys-
tem managed by state health departments
and the CDC.

Of the cases reported, 1,165 (43%) were
WNV neuroinvasive disease (WNND),

acute flaccid paralysis; 1,434 (52%) were
West Nile fever (WNF); and 145 (5%)
were unspecified illnesses.

WNND had its highest incidence in the
central United States, including South
Dakota, Nebraska, and North Dakota, but
there were also focal outbreaks in Illinois,
Texas, and Louisiana.

“Nationally, reports of WNV disease
began in late May, peaked during the
third week in August, and lasted into

The median age of WNND patients
was 57 years (range 3 months to 98 years);
85% of the 1,165 patients were hospital-
ized and 7% died. The median age of
those with WNND who died was 75 years
(range 36-98 years).

The median age of patients with WNF
was 48 years (range 1-92 years); 23% of the
1,434 patients were hospitalized and 0.3%
died.

The median age of the four who died

which includes meningitis, encephalitis, or

November,” the CDC said. was 89 years (range 44-92 years). m
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KETEK®—The World’s First Ketolide Exceeds
All Other 1-year Postlaunch Benchmarks'
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More than 2.75 million KETEK® prescriptions were filled
1 year postlaunch in the United States'

KETEK® is contraindicated in patients taking cisapride or pimozide and in patients with a history of hypersensitivity to
telithromycin or any macrolide antibiotic. Exacerbations of myasthenia gravis have been reported in patients with
myasthenia gravis treated with KETEK®. KETEK® is not recommended in patients with myasthenia gravis. KETEK® has
the potential to prolong the QTc interval, which may lead to an increased risk for ventricular arrhythmias, including
torsades de pointes. Thus, KETEK® should be avoided in patients with congenital prolongation of the QTc interval,
and in patients with ongoing proarrhythmic conditions such as uncorrected hypokalemia or hypomagnesemia, clinically
significant bradycardia, and in patients receiving Class IA (eg, quinidine and procainamide) or Class IlI (eg, dofetilide)
antiarrhythmic agents. KETEK® may cause visual disturbances particularly in slowing the ability to accommodate
and the ability to release accommodation. Visual disturbances included blurred vision, difficulty focusing, and diplopia.
There have been post marketing adverse event reports of syncope. Patients should be cautioned about the
potential effects of visual disturbance and syncope on driving or engaging in potentially hazardous activities.
Hepatic dysfunction, including increased liver enzymes and hepatitis, with or without jaundice, has been reported with
the use of KETEK®. Caution should be used in patients with a previous history of hepatitis/jaundice associated with
the use of KETEK®. Use of simvastatin, lovastatin, or atorvastatin concomitantly with KETEK® should be avoided. If
KETEK® is prescribed, therapy with simvastatin, lovastatin, or atorvastatin should be suspended during the course of
treatment. Concomitant treatment of KETEK® with rifampin, a CYP 3A4 inducer, should be avoided. Most adverse
events were mild to moderate and included diarrhea (KETEK®, 10.8%; comparators, 8.6%), nausea (7.9%;
4.6%), headache (5.5%; 5.8%), dizziness (3.7%; 2.7%), vomiting (2.9%; 2.2%), loose stools (2.3%; 1.5%), and

dysgeusia (1.6%; 3.6%).
®
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A Smart Choice

Zithromax is a registered trademark of Pfizer Inc. Biaxin is a registered trademark of Abbott Laboratories. Augmentin
is a registered trademark of GlaxoSmithKline. Levaquin is a registered trademark of Ortho-McNeil Pharmaceutical, Inc.

Please see brief summary of prescribing
information on adjacent page.
Reference: 1. IMS NPA Plus (Retail, Mail Service, LTC).
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