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Watch for Signs

Of Gastric

Lymphoma
B Y  D O U G  B R U N K

San Diego Bureau

L O S A N G E L E S —  Have a high index of
suspicion for gastric lymphoma in a pa-
tient who presents with severe abdominal
pain, weight loss, and melena, Dr. Ijeoma
A. Azodo advised in a poster session at the
annual Digestive Disease Week.

“They will have other symptoms, such
as early satiety, heartburn, and things that
would warrant upper endoscopy,” Dr.
Azodo of the Mayo Clinic in Rochester,
Minn., said in an interview. She based her
comments on results from an analysis of
711 hospitals participating in the gastric

cancer patient care evaluation study of the
National Cancer Data Base, which is an al-
liance between the American College of
Surgeons’ Committee on Cancer and the
American Cancer Society. 

The analysis was limited to clinical data
on the management of patients with gas-
tric cancer collected between January 2001
and December 2001. Of the 7,084 gastric
malignancies in 2001, 688 (10%) were lym-
phomas. Patients with gastric lymphoma
were predominantly white (73%), and
more than half (57%) were male. The
mean age at diagnosis was 69 years, and the
three most common symptoms at presen-
tation were severe abdominal pain (74%),
weight loss (61%), and melena (47%).

Upper endoscopy with tissue biopsy
was used in 86% of cases, and the proce-
dure identified a gastric lymphoma in
nearly all (97%). Abdominal and pelvic CT
scans were also used for staging purposes,
but newer technologies such as endo-
scopic ultrasonography and laparoscopy
were infrequently used.

Dr. Azodo also reported that the most
common gastric lymphoma sites were un-
specified/diffuse/multiple (50%) and dis-
tal (16%), and that 31% of patients had a
history of Helicobacter pylori infection
while 22% had negative test results.

Large-cell diffuse lymphoma was pre-
sent in 49% of patients, and marginal
zone B-cell lymphoma was present in 36%.

Fewer than half of all gastric lymphoma
patients with H. pylori exposure received
an adequate regimen of therapy for its
eradication.

Most patients (89%) were treated with-
out surgery, but those who underwent
surgery had a 30-day mortality of 19%.
Postsurgical adjuvant therapy was used in
5% of patients. Radiation was the stand-
alone treatment in 9% of patients, and
chemotherapy was administered in 51%
of patients. ■

Symptoms include
severe abdominal
pain, weight loss,
melena, early
satiety, and
heartburn.

DR. AZODO

Combination Therapy for HCV Assessed

B Y  M A RY  E L L E N  S C H N E I D E R

Senior Writer

L O S A N G E L E S —  Extended combina-
tion therapy with consensus interferon
for 72 weeks appears to help improve the
viral response of patients with chronic
hepatitis C virus who have previously re-
lapsed after a 48-week course of treat-
ment, according to a study presented at
the annual Digestive Disease Week. 

The investigator-initiated study, con-

ducted by researchers from the Universi-
ty of Tübingen in Germany, showed that
at the end of 72 weeks of daily therapy,
the majority of patients treated with a
combination of either consensus inter-
feron plus ribavirin or pegylated inter-
feron alfa-2a plus ribavirin had a reduc-
tion in hepatitis RNA. However, the drop
was not statistically significant, said the
lead study author, Dr. Stephan Kaiser, a
professor of medicine at the university. 

The investigators compared the two in-

terferon combinations in 81 patients who
had experienced a previous relapse after
a standard 48 weeks of pegylated inter-
feron plus ribavirin. At the end of week
72, 89% of patients taking the consensus
interferon combination were in remis-
sion, compared with 76% of the pegy-
lated alfa-2a interferon group. 

But relapse rates remained high in the
study, Dr. Kaiser said. The pegylated alfa-
2a interferon combination led to signifi-
cantly higher rates of relapse than the

Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.
You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.

GENERAL ----------------------------------------
File Options:
     Compatibility: PDF 1.2
     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes
     Embed Thumbnails: No
     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually
     Distill From Page: 1
     Distill To Page: All Pages
     Binding: Left
     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi
     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] Point

COMPRESSION ----------------------------------------
Color Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes
     JPEG Quality: << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 11 /Columns 163 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 216 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>
     Bits Per Pixel: As Original Bit
Grayscale Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes
     JPEG Quality: Low
     Bits Per Pixel: As Original Bit
Monochrome Images:
     Downsampling: Yes
     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling
     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi
     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi
     Compression: Yes
     Compression Type: CCITT
     CCITT Group: << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>
     Anti-Alias To Gray: No

     Compress Text and Line Art: Yes

FONTS ----------------------------------------
     Embed All Fonts: Yes
     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes
     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %
     When Embedding Fails: Warn and Continue
Embedding:
     Always Embed: [ ]
     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]

COLOR ----------------------------------------
Color Management Policies:
     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB
     Intent: Default
Working Spaces:
     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain
     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1
     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2
Device-Dependent Data:
     Preserve Overprint Settings: No
     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No
     Transfer Functions: Preserve
     Preserve Halftone Information: Yes

ADVANCED ----------------------------------------
Options:
     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes
     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes
     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes
     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No
     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes
     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes
     ASCII Format: No
Document Structuring Conventions (DSC):
     Process DSC Comments: Yes
     Log DSC Warnings: No
     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes
     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No
     Preserve OPI Comments: No
     Preserve Document Information From DSC: No

OTHERS ----------------------------------------
     Distiller Core Version: 4050
     Use ZIP Compression: Yes
     Deactivate Optimization: No
     Image Memory: 524288 Byte
     Anti-Alias Color Images: No
     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No
     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes
     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1

END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------

IMPRESSED GmbH
Bahrenfelder Chaussee 49
22761 Hamburg, Germany
Tel. +49 40 897189-0
Fax +49 40 897189-71
Email: info@impressed.de
Web: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<
     /ColorSettingsFile ()
     /LockDistillerParams false
     /DetectBlends true
     /ParseDSCComments true
     /DoThumbnails false
     /AntiAliasMonoImages false
     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
     /MaxSubsetPct 100
     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)
     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]
     /ColorImageResolution 150
     /UsePrologue true
     /ColorImageDepth -1
     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
     /PreserveOverprintSettings false
     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2
     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
     /EmitDSCWarnings false
     /CreateJobTicket false
     /DownsampleMonoImages true
     /DownsampleColorImages true
     /MonoImageDict << /Columns 32 /K -1 /Rows 8 >>
     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>
     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)
     /MonoImageDepth -1
     /PreserveEPSInfo false
     /AutoFilterGrayImages true
     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>
     /SubsetFonts true
     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage
     /ASCII85EncodePages false
     /PreserveCopyPage true
     /EncodeMonoImages true
     /PreserveOPIComments false
     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>
     /AntiAliasGrayImages false
     /GrayImageDepth -1
     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
     /EndPage -1
     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
     /EncodeColorImages true
     /EncodeGrayImages true
     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 11 /Columns 163 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 216 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>
     /Optimize true
     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5
     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
     /MonoImageResolution 300
     /GrayImageResolution 150
     /AutoFilterColorImages true
     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]
     /ImageMemory 524288
     /OPM 1
     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
     /EmbedAllFonts true
     /StartPage 1
     /DownsampleGrayImages true
     /AntiAliasColorImages false
     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
     /CompressPages true
     /Binding /Left
>> setdistillerparams
<<
     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]
     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]
>> setpagedevice


