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Abatacept Slows Rheumatoid Arthritis Damage
B Y  N A N C Y  WA L S H

Ne w York Bureau

A M S T E R D A M —  Two-year abatacept
treatment of rheumatoid arthritis result-
ed in significant inhibition of radiograph-
ic damage in the long-term, open-label ex-
tension phase of the Abatacept in
Inadequate Responders to Methotrexate
trial, Dr. Harry K.
Genant reported at
the annual Euro-
pean Congress of
Rheumatology.

Of the patients
who completed the
initial 1-year dou-
ble-blind phase of
the Abatacept in In-
adequate respon-
ders to Methotrexate (AIM) trial, 539 were
included in the extension phase. The pa-
tients received abatacept in doses of ap-
proximately 10 mg/kg every 4 weeks, plus
a stable dose of methotrexate. Joint
changes were evaluated as mean changes
from baselines on the composite Genant-
modified Sharp score, which rates the
progression of joint erosions and joint
space narrowing.

The mean change in total Sharp score
from baseline in patients randomized to
the abatacept group at year 1 was 1.07.

By year 2, the mean change was 1.55, ac-
cording to Dr. Genant, who is professor
emeritus, University of California, San
Francisco, and chairman emeritus, Synarc
Inc., San Francisco.

“Among these patients, there was less
radiographic pro-
gression during the
second year than
during the first
year. In fact, dis-
ease progression
during year 2 was
about 57% less
than during year 1,
representing an ac-
celeration of the

effectiveness of the drug,” Dr. Genant
said at a press briefing unveiling the AIM
trial results.

Among those patients who initially
were randomized to the placebo group,
the mean change from baseline in total
Sharp score was 2.40 at year 1. At year 2,
after having been switched to active treat-
ment, these patients’ mean Sharp score
was 3.17.

The change in mean score at year 2,
compared with that at year 1, was 0.46 in
the abatacept group and 0.75 in the place-
bo group, Dr. Genant reported at the
meeting.

Measures of clinical efficacy also
showed durable responses during the sec-
ond year of therapy, Dr. Joel M. Kremer re-
ported in a poster session at the meeting,
sponsored by the European League
Against Rheumatism.

At year 1, 82% of patients who had re-
ceived abatacept plus methotrexate
achieved American College of Rheuma-
tology (ACR) 20 responses, 54% achieved
ACR 50 responses, and 32% achieved ACR
70 responses. The corresponding num-
bers at year 2 were 80%, 56%, and 34%, ac-
cording to Dr. Kremer of Albany (N.Y.)
Medical College.

By the completion of the long-term ex-
tension phase of the trial, participants
who initially had received placebo but had
been receiving abatacept for 1 year had
similar clinical responses to those who
had been receiving the active treatment for
2 years, with 78% achieving ACR 20 re-
sponses, and 58% and 32% achieving ACR

50 and 70 responses, respectively.
Remission, defined as a score of less

than 2.6 on the Disease Activity Score
(DAS 28), was reached by 25.4% of pa-
tients in the abatacept group at year 1,
compared with 2.5% of those in the place-
bo group.

By the completion of the second year of
the investigation, rates of remission were
similar in the two groups, regardless of ini-
tial randomization, at 30.9% and 32.6% in
the active treatment and placebo groups,
respectively.

The AIM investigation initially includ-
ed 652 patients from 116 centers world-
wide. The results of the double-blind
phase of the trial were the basis for reg-
ulatory approval of the drug in the Unit-
ed States, which was granted in Decem-
ber 2005.

Abatacept (Orencia) is a selective mod-
ulator of the CD80/CD86:CD28 costim-
ulatory signal that is required for T-cell
activation.

Dr. Genant has received consulting fees
from Synarc, and Dr. Kremer has received
research grants and consulting fees from
Bristol-Myers Squibb. ■

RA progression
during year 2 was
less than during
year 1, suggesting
an acceleration of
the drug’s
effectiveness.
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An abatacept-treated patient’s left hand is shown on radiography at baseline (left).
The follow-up radiograph at 2 years shows moderate joint damage indicating
stable, nonprogressive disease with the biologic.

P
H

O
T

O
S

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

D
R

. 
H

A
R

R
Y

K
. 

G
E

N
A

N
T

Pages 40a—40b�

Used Mac Distiller 4.0.x Job Options
This report was created automatically with help of the Adobe Acrobat Distiller addition "Distiller Secrets v1.0.5" from IMPRESSED GmbH.You can download this startup file for Distiller versions 4.0.5 and 5.0.x for free from http://www.impressed.de.GENERAL ----------------------------------------File Options:     Compatibility: PDF 1.2     Optimize For Fast Web View: Yes     Embed Thumbnails: No     Auto-Rotate Pages: Individually     Distill From Page: 1     Distill To Page: All Pages     Binding: Left     Resolution: [ 600 600 ] dpi     Paper Size: [ 855 1107 ] PointCOMPRESSION ----------------------------------------Color Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 22 /Columns 350 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 503 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitGrayscale Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 150 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 225 dpi     Compression: Yes     Automatic Selection of Compression Type: Yes     JPEG Quality: Low     Bits Per Pixel: As Original BitMonochrome Images:     Downsampling: Yes     Downsample Type: Average Downsampling     Downsample Resolution: 300 dpi     Downsampling For Images Above: 450 dpi     Compression: Yes     Compression Type: CCITT     CCITT Group: 4     Anti-Alias To Gray: No     Compress Text and Line Art: YesFONTS ----------------------------------------     Embed All Fonts: Yes     Subset Embedded Fonts: Yes     Subset When Percent Of Characters Used is Less: 100 %     When Embedding Fails: Warn and ContinueEmbedding:     Always Embed: [ ]     Never Embed: [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]COLOR ----------------------------------------Color Management Policies:     Color Conversion Strategy: Convert All Colors to sRGB     Intent: DefaultWorking Spaces:     Grayscale ICC Profile: Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain     RGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1     CMYK ICC Profile: U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2Device-Dependent Data:     Preserve Overprint Settings: No     Preserve Under Color Removal and Black Generation: No     Transfer Functions: Preserve     Preserve Halftone Information: YesADVANCED ----------------------------------------Options:     Use Prologue.ps and Epilogue.ps: Yes     Allow PostScript File To Override Job Options: Yes     Preserve Level 2 copypage Semantics: Yes     Save Portable Job Ticket Inside PDF File: No     Illustrator Overprint Mode: Yes     Convert Gradients To Smooth Shades: Yes     ASCII Format: NoDocument Structuring Conventions (DSC):     Process DSC Comments: Yes     Log DSC Warnings: No     Resize Page and Center Artwork for EPS Files: Yes     Preserve EPS Information From DSC: No     Preserve OPI Comments: No     Preserve Document Information From DSC: NoOTHERS ----------------------------------------     Distiller Core Version: 4050     Use ZIP Compression: Yes     Deactivate Optimization: No     Image Memory: 524288 Byte     Anti-Alias Color Images: No     Anti-Alias Grayscale Images: No     Convert Images (< 257 Colors) To Indexed Color Space: Yes     sRGB ICC Profile: sRGB IEC61966-2.1END OF REPORT ----------------------------------------IMPRESSED GmbHBahrenfelder Chaussee 4922761 Hamburg, GermanyTel. +49 40 897189-0Fax +49 40 897189-71Email: info@impressed.deWeb: www.impressed.de

Adobe Acrobat Distiller 4.0.x Job Option File
<<     /ColorSettingsFile ()     /LockDistillerParams false     /DetectBlends true     /ParseDSCComments true     /DoThumbnails false     /AntiAliasMonoImages false     /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average     /MaxSubsetPct 100     /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode     /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode     /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB     /CalGrayProfile (Adobe Gray - 20% Dot Gain)     /NeverEmbed [ /Symbol /Courier /Courier-BoldOblique /ZapfDingbats /Helvetica-BoldOblique /Helvetica-Bold /Times-Bold /Courier-Bold /Helvetica /Times-BoldItalic /Times-Roman /Times-Italic /Helvetica-Oblique /Courier-Oblique ]     /ColorImageResolution 150     /UsePrologue true     /ColorImageDepth -1     /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /PreserveOverprintSettings false     /CompatibilityLevel 1.2     /UCRandBGInfo /Remove     /EmitDSCWarnings false     /CreateJobTicket false     /DownsampleMonoImages true     /DownsampleColorImages true     /MonoImageDict << /K -1 >>     /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average     /GrayImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated (SWOP) v2)     /MonoImageDepth -1     /PreserveEPSInfo false     /AutoFilterGrayImages true     /GrayACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /QFactor 1.2 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /SubsetFonts true     /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode     /AutoRotatePages /PageByPage     /ASCII85EncodePages false     /PreserveCopyPage true     /EncodeMonoImages true     /PreserveOPIComments false     /ColorImageDict << /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Blend 1 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /QFactor 0.9 >>     /AntiAliasGrayImages false     /GrayImageDepth -1     /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning     /EndPage -1     /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve     /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)     /EncodeColorImages true     /EncodeGrayImages true     /ColorACSImageDict << /Blend 1 /Colors 3 /Resync 22 /Columns 350 /HSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] /Rows 503 /QFactor 1.2 /ColorTransform 1 /VSamples [ 2 1 1 2 ] >>     /Optimize true     /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false     /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.5     /AutoPositionEPSFiles true     /MonoImageResolution 300     /GrayImageResolution 150     /AutoFilterColorImages true     /AlwaysEmbed [ ]     /ImageMemory 524288     /OPM 1     /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default     /EmbedAllFonts true     /StartPage 1     /DownsampleGrayImages true     /AntiAliasColorImages false     /ConvertImagesToIndexed true     /PreserveHalftoneInfo true     /CompressPages true     /Binding /Left>> setdistillerparams<<     /PageSize [ 576.0 792.0 ]     /HWResolution [ 600 600 ]>> setpagedevice


