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Neuropathic pain

(AUGUST 2006)

TO THE EDITOR: Dr. Mark Stillman’s article
about neuropathic pain in the August 2006
issue (Cleve Clin ] Med 2006; 73:726-739)
was excellent. However, when discussing
drug treatment, he did not mention the cost
of drugs. Although pregabalin (Lyrica) is
quicker in action than gabapentin
(Neurontin), it seems to be equal in effec-
tiveness, and it costs considerably more.
Costco.com lists a month’s supply of
gabapentin 40 mg three times a day for $32,
while Drugstore.com lists pregabalin 75 mg
three times a day for $158. Amitriptyline 25
mg daily costs $11 for a month’s supply.
Since many patients have either no drug
benefit or pay a premium when brand names
(eg, Lyrica) are used, it is appropriate for
physicians to know the costs of medications

and to be able to advise patients appropriately.

GIBERT LOWENTHAL, MD, MBA
Department of General Internal
Medicine

Cleveland Clinic

ADDRESS: Wendy S. Armstrong, MD, Department of Infectious
Diseases, 532, Cleveland Clinic, 9500 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland,
OH 44195; e-mail armstrw@ccf.org.

Bulk Reprints

Bulk reprints of articles may be ordered
directly from:

Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine

tel 216-444-2661 e fax 216-444-9385

ccjm@ccf.org

We Welcome
Your Letters

WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO WRITE, either to
respond to an article published in the Journal or to
address a clinical issue of importance to you. You may
submit letters by mail, fax, or e-mail.

MAILING ADDRESS

Letters to the Editor

Cleveland Clinic Journal of Medicine
9500 Euclid Ave., NA32
Cleveland, OH 44195

FAX 216.444.9385

E-MAIL ccjm@ccf.org

Please be sure to include your full address, phone
number, fax number, and e-mail address. Please write
concisely, as space is limited. Letters may be edited for
style and length. We cannot return materials sent.
Submission of a letter constitutes permission for the
Cleveland Clinic Jowrnal of Medicine to publish it in

various editions and forms.

CLEVELAND CLINIC JOURNAL OF MEDICINE

VOLUME 74 « NUMBER 4

APRIL 2007

301





