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Racial disparities in pregnancy-related death

PRMR by race/ethnicity from 2007–2016

The pregnancy-related mortality ratio (PRMR)—the pregnancy-related deaths per  
100,000 live births—increased from 15.0 in 2007 to 17.0 in 2016; it averaged 16.7 over that 
timeframe (a total of 6,765 deaths). Significant disparities in pregnancy-related deaths exist.  
The black:white disparity in PRMR is highest among those aged 30–34 years of age. 
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Top causes of death by race/ethnicity

aExcluding cardiomyopathy and cerebrovascular accidents.

Black WhiteAmerican Indian/
Alaska Native

Asian/Pacific 
Islander

Hispanic

Other  
cardiovascular 

conditions,a  
cardiomyopathy

Hemorrhage, 
cardiomyopathy

Hemorrhage,  
infection,  

amniotic fluid 
embolism

Other  
cardiovascular 

conditions,a 
infection

Infection,  
hemorrhage


