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Source: Osterman MJK. Changes in primary and repeat cesarean delivery: United States, 2016-2021. Vital Statistics Rapid Release. 2022;21. 
Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics; July 2022. doi: https://dx.doi.org/10.15620/cdc:117432.

Primary cesarean delivery rates 
in the United States
The US primary cesarean delivery (CD) rate in 2021 was 22.4%, an increase of 4% since 2019. 
Rates increased in 31 states and Washington, DC from 2019 to 2021, with the largest increase 
occurring in Alaska (17%). Rates decreased in 2 states (Kansas and New Jersey).

States with the highest primary CD rates, 2021

Alabama
25.8

Georgia
26.2

Louisiana
25.9

Mississippi
25.5

Nevada
24.1

Texas
24.2

West virginia
23.9

Connecticut
25.5

District of Columbia
24.9

Florida
26.2

States with the lowest primary CD rates, 2021

Alaska
17.4

Idaho
16.3

Utah
15.5

Montana
19.4

Nebraska
18.9

New Mexico
19.5

North Dakota
16.4

Wisconsin
18.6

Wyoming
18.4

South Dakota
16.5


