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Adolescent and young adult (AYA) 
survival trends

The good news: AYA survival improvement was at least as large as in younger children 
and older adults comparing deaths in two time periods, 1988-2000 and 2001-2014, in 
a California Cancer Registry.

The bad news: There was no statistically significant difference in survival between time 
periods for patients with bone and soft tissue sarcoma.

› IN BRIEF‹  DEVELOPMENTS IN SARCOMA 
Information from journals and other sources

Risk of death

Characteristics of bone/soft tissue sarcoma patients in AYA population  
during 2001-2014 compared with 1988-2000

No characteristic conferred 
a lower risk of death for 

bone/STS patients

LOWER RISK

=
NO DIFFERENCE  

IN RISK

• All tumor stages
• Sex – both

• All age groups, except 25-29
• Asian-Pacific Islanders

• Latino whites
• Non-Latino whites

• High socioeconomic status
• Mid-high socioeconomic status
• Mid-low socioeconomic status

• Low socioeconomic status

HIGHER RISK

• Age 25-29
• Black

• Other or unknown race/
ethnicity

• Middle socioeconomic 
status

Data from Moke DJ, et al. Emerging cancer survival trends, disparities, and priorities in adolescents and young adults: a California Cancer 
Registry-based study. JNCI Cancer Spectr. 2019;3(2):pkz031.
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›IN BRIEF

Risk of death

NO DIFFERENCE  
IN RISK HIGHER RISK

0Bone/STS
Ovary carcinoma
Ovary-Germ cell

Stomach
Testis

Thyroid
Uterus

=

LOWER RISK

Brain/CNS
Breast
Cervix

Colorectal
Kaposi sarcoma

Kidney
Leukemias: ALL,  

AML, CML
Lip/Oral cavity

Lung
Lymphoma: Hodgkin, 

NHL
Melanoma

Other*

No cancer had a higher  
risk of death in the  
later time period

* All noncategorized invasive cancers and benign intracranial tumors. Includes chondrosarcoma, other specified and unspecified bone 
tumors, rhabdomyosarcoma, unspecified soft tissue sarcoma 

Data from Moke DJ, et al. Emerging cancer survival trends, disparities, and priorities in adolescents and young adults: a California Cancer 
Registry-based study. JNCI Cancer Spectr. 2019;3(2):pkz031.

All cancer types in AYA population during 2001-2014 compared with 1988-2000  
(adjusted for disease stage, sex, age, race, ethnicity, and socioeconomic status)


