Research Summaries

The Research Summary section affords a means of communication and coordination of

-esearch activities in Family Practice in North America. These summaries have been developed

through the efforts of the North American Primary Care Research Group. The Journal of
Family Practice encourages the reporting of active research projects to the two coordinators
for this section — Robert Westbury, MD, 4012 Comanche Road, Calgary, Alberta T2L ONS8
(for Canada) and Maurice Wood, MD, Department of Family Practice, Medical College of
Virginia, MCV Station, Richmond, Virginia 23298 (for the United States).
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This planning grant is being used to
develop a scheme whereby a Medical
School Department of Family Medicine
and its affiliated community hospital
Family Practice Residency Programs can
be assured that graduates of the programs
are capable of delivering high quality
medical care. An evaluation program is
being designed to periodically assess the
residents” and faculty’s (1) cognitive med-
ical knowledge, (2) awareness of psycho-
social aspects of patient care, and (3)
clinical skills. Change in the quality of
performance can be monitored over time,
and individual and group remedial pro-
grams can be organized to upgrade the
physicians in the areas of identified need.
Residents and faculty will be measured
against Baker and Gordon’s Competency
Based Objectives for Family Practice.
Additionally, competence in primary care
delivery will also be compared with other
primary care physicians in their shared
areas of patient care delivery. Through
this program of resident and faculty
evaluation and development, it is antici-
pated that the Medical School and its
affiliated Family Practice Residency
programs can assure that high quality
family physicians are being produced.
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Our aim is to describe and evaluate:
(1) a functioning family practice team,
(2) acute minor illness care by protocol
(3) economics and medical activities of
practice, and (4) modes for community
involvement.

An interaction process analysis coding
system is used to evaluate residents’
interviewing skills. Current activities
on this project are putting scoring on-
line for immediate computer analysis
and developing norm scores.

One thousand eleven consecutive routine
fasting blood cholesterols and trigly-
cerides were reported and compared with
a similar number of self-selected patients
in an American study.



