
THE PEDIATRIC HOSPITAL MEDICINE
CORE COMPETENCIES

A Framework for Curriculum Development
By the Society of Hospital Medicine

with acknowledgement to pediatric hospitalists from
the American Academy of Pediatrics

and

the Academic Pediatric Association

Editors

Erin R. Stucky, MD, FAAP, FHM
University of California San Diego School of Medicine, Department of Pediatrics

Clinical Professor
Vice Chair for Clinical Affairs

Associate Director, Pediatric Residency Program
Fellowship Director, Pediatric Hospital Medicine Program

Rady Children’s Hospital San Diego
Director of Graduate Medical Education
Medical Director, Quality Improvement

San Diego, CA

Jennifer Maniscalco, MD, MPH, FAAP
University of Southern California Keck School of Medicine, Department of Pediatrics

Assistant Clinical Professor
Director of Education, Division of Hospital Medicine

Children’s Hospital Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA

Mary C. Ottolini, MD, MPH, FAAP, FHM
George Washington School of Medicine, Department of Pediatrics

Professor of Pediatrics
Vice Chair for Medical Education

Immediate Past Division Chief, Division of Pediatric Hospital Medicine
Children’s National Medical Center

Washington, D.C.
Chair, Academic Pediatric Association Education Committee

Statements of Endorsement

In February 2010, the American Academy of Pediatrics
endorsed the following publication: Journal of Hospital
Medicine. Pediatric Hospital Medicine Core Competencies
(Volume 5: S2) publishing online in April 2010 at www.
journalofhospitalmedicine.com.

JOURNAL OF HOSPITAL MEDICINE (ISSN Numbers:
Print, 1553-5592; Online, 1553-5606). VC 2010 by the Society
of Hospital Medicine

The Academic Pediatric Association fully endorses the
Pediatric Hospitalist Medicine Core Competencies to define
the knowledge skills and attitudes necessary to provide the
highest quality of inpatient care for our nation’s children. We
will continue to lead and collaborate in projects to develop,
implement and evaluate educational projects to disseminate
the Competencies.

Not fo
r D

istr
ibutio

n
FHMFHM

icine, Department of Pe, Department o
or

cal Affairsffairs
tric Residency ProgramResidency Progra

tric Hospital Medicinespital Medicin
n’s Hospital San Diegn’s Hospital San Dieg

Graduate Medical Eduraduate Medical Edu
Director, Quality ImpDirector, Quality Im

San Diego, CASan Diego, CA

ennifer Maniscalco,r Maniscal
thern California KeckCalifornia Keck

Assistanstan
Director of Educaector

ChilCh

MaM

N
Georgeorge

ImI

N



Copyright VC 2010 Society of Hospital Medicine. Published by John Wiley & Sons. All rights
reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored or transmitted in any form or
by any means without the prior permission in writing from the copyright holder. Authorization
to photocopy items for internal and personal use is granted by the copyright holder for
libraries and other users registered with their local Reproduction Rights Organisation (RRO),
e.g. Copyright Clearance Center (CCC), 222 Rosewood Drive, Danvers, MA 01923, USA
(www.copyright.com), provided the appropriate fee is paid directly to the RRO. This consent
does not extend to other kinds of copying such as copying for general distribution, for advertising
or promotional purposes, for creating new collective works or for resale. Special requests should
be addressed to: permissionsuk@wiley.com. Printed in the United States of America by Cadmus
Communications, a Cenveo company.
All materials published, including but not limited to original research, clinical notes, editorials,
reviews, reports, letters, and book reviews represent the opinions and views of the authors
and do not reflect any official policy or medical opinion of the institutions with which the
authors are affiliated, SHM, or of the Publisher unless this is clearly specified. Materials pub-
lished herein are intended to further general scientific research, understanding, and discussion
only and are not intended and should not be relied upon as recommending or promoting
a specific method, diagnosis, or treatment by physicians for any particular patient. While the
Editors, Society, and Publisher believe that drug selections and dosages and the specifica-
tions and usage of equipment and devices as set forth herein are in accord with current
recommendations and practice at the time of publication, they accept no legal responsibility
for any errors or omissions, and make no warranty, express or implied, with respect to mate-
rial contained herein. Publication of an advertisement or other discussions of products in this
publication should not be construed as an endorsement of the products or the manufacturers’
claims. Readers are encouraged to contact the manufacturers with any questions about the
features or limitations of the products mentioned.
The Journal of Hospital Medicine (Print ISSN 1553-5592; online ISSN 1553-5606 at Wiley
InterScience, www.interscience.wiley.com) is published in nine issues per year, one volume
per year, for the Society of Hospital Medicine by Wiley Subscription Services, Inc., a Wiley
Company, 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030. Periodicals postage paid at Hoboken, NJ,
and at additional mailing offices. Subscription price (Volume 5, 2010): For subscription infor-
mation, please contact John Wiley & Sons, Inc. (subinfo@wiley.com/201-748-6645). Payment

must be made in U.S. dollars drawn on a U.S. bank. Claims for undelivered copies will be
accepted only after the following issue has been delivered. Please enclose a copy of the mail-
ing label. Missing copies will be supplied when losses have been sustained in transit and
where reserve stock permits. Please allow fourweeks for processing a change of address.
Postmaster: Send address changes to Journal of Hospital Medicine, Subscription Distribution,
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030.
Delivery Terms and Legal Title: Prices include delivery of print journals to the recipient’s
address. Delivery terms are Delivered Duty Unpaid (DDU); the recipient is responsible for paying
any import duty or taxes. Legal title passes to the customer on dispatch by our distributors.
Advertising Sales: Inquiries concerning advertising should be directed to: (display advertising)
Patrice Culligan, National Account Manager, (212) 904-0369, pculligan@pminy.com; (recruitment)
Eamon Wood, Classified Advertising Manager, (212) 904-0363, ewood@pminy.com, Julie Jimenez,
Recruitment Advertising Associate (212) 904-0360, jjimenez@pminy.com; Pharmaceutical Media
Inc., 30 East 33rd Street, 4th Floor, New York, NY 10016.
Reprints: Reprint sales and inquiries should be directed to the Customer Service Department,
John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030. Tel: (201) 748-8789.
Back issues: Single issues from current and recent volumes are available at the current
single issue price from cs-journals@wiley.com. Earlier issues may be obtained from Periodicals
Service Company, 11 Main Street, Germantown, NY 12526, USA. Tel: +1 518 537 4700, Fax:
+1 518 537 5899, Email: psc@periodicals.com.
Other Correspondence: Address all other correspondence to: Journal of Hospital Medicine,
Publisher, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 111 River Street, Hoboken, NJ 07030.
For submission instructions, subscription, and all other information visit: http://www.
interscience.wiley.com/jhm.
Wiley’s Corporate Citizenship initiative seeks to address the environmental, social, economic,
and ethical challenges faced in our business and which are important to our diverse stake-
holder groups. We have made a long-term commitment to standardize and improve our
efforts around the world to reduce our carbon footprint. Follow our progress at www.wiley.
com/go/citizenship
‘This paper meets the requirements of ANSI/NISO Z39.48-1992 (Permanence of Paper).

otSociety of Hospital Medicine.ociety of Hospital Medicine
rt of this publication may bepublication may b

s without the prior permissios without the prior permissio
py items for internal andpy items for internal
other users registereer users registere
Clearance Centaran
m), providprovi
erer



PEDIATRIC HOSPITAL MEDICINE
CORE COMPETENCIES

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction.................................................................................................................................. v

Authors, Reviewers, and Editors ............................................................................................... vii

Section 1: COMMON CLINICAL DIAGNOSES AND CONDITIONS

Acute abdominal pain and the acute abdomen................................................ 1

Apparent life-threatening event ........................................................................ 3

Asthma............................................................................................................... 5

Bone and joint infections.................................................................................. 7

Bronchiolitis ...................................................................................................... 9

Central nervous system infections.................................................................... 11

Diabetes mellitus............................................................................................... 13

Failure to thrive................................................................................................. 15

Fever of unknown origin .................................................................................. 17

Gastroenteritis.................................................................................................... 19

Kawasaki disease .............................................................................................. 21

Neonatal fever ................................................................................................... 23

Neonatal jaundice.............................................................................................. 25

Pneumonia ......................................................................................................... 27

Respiratory failure............................................................................................. 29

Seizures.............................................................................................................. 31

Shock ................................................................................................................. 33

Sickle cell disease ............................................................................................. 35

Skin and soft tissue infection ........................................................................... 37

Toxic ingestion.................................................................................................. 39

Upper airway infections.................................................................................... 41

Urinary tract infections ..................................................................................... 43

Section 2: CORE SKILLS

Bladder catheterization/suprapubic bladder tap ............................................... 46

Electrocardiogram interpretation ...................................................................... 48

Feeding tubes .................................................................................................... 50

Fluids and electrolyte management.................................................................. 52

Intravenous access and phlebotomy ................................................................. 54

Lumbar puncture ............................................................................................... 56

Non-invasive monitoring .................................................................................. 58

Nutrition ............................................................................................................ 59

Oxygen delivery and airway management....................................................... 61

Pain management .............................................................................................. 63

Pediatric advanced life support ........................................................................ 65

iii

r Distr
ibutio

n
v

... viii

NS

..................................................

........................................................

.........................................................

..................................................

.................................................

.....................................................

...............................................

.........................................................

.....................................................

........................................................

......................................................

..........................................

ndice...........................................

Not fo
r ....................................

atory failure..........tory failure.........

ures......................s...................

Shock .....................................

Sickle cell diseckle cell dise

Skin and soSkin and

Toxic inToxic in

UppeUppNU

2::



Procedural sedation ........................................................................................... 67

Radiographic interpretation............................................................................... 69

Section 3: SPECIALIZED CLINICAL SERVICES

Child abuse and neglect.................................................................................... 72

Hospice and palliative care............................................................................... 74

Leading a healthcare team................................................................................ 76

Newborn care and delivery room management ............................................... 78

Technology dependent children........................................................................ 80

Transport of the critically ill child................................................................... 82

Section 4: HEALTHCARE SYSTEMS: SUPPORTING AND ADVANCING

CHILD HEALTH

Advocacy........................................................................................................... 85

Business practices ............................................................................................. 87

Communication ................................................................................................. 89

Continuous quality improvement ..................................................................... 91

Cost-effective care ............................................................................................ 93

Education........................................................................................................... 95

Ethics ................................................................................................................. 97

Evidence based medicine.................................................................................. 98

Health information systems ..............................................................................100

Legal issues/risk management ..........................................................................102

Patient safety .....................................................................................................104

Research ...........................................................................................................106

Transitions of care ............................................................................................108

APPENDIX

Original Research

Pediatric Hospital Medicine Core Competencies: Development and Methodology

Erin R. Stucky MD, Mary C. Ottolini MD, MPH and Jennifer Maniscalco MD, MPH 110

iv

Not fo
r D

istr
ibutio

n
2

....................... 85.................... 85

................................................

.................................................

.................................................

........................................................

.................................................

..................................................

......................................................

..................................................

...........................................................

......................................................

........................................................

........................................................

Medicine Core Ccine Core C

MD, Mary C. Otto, Mary C. Ott


